FENCE
CITY OF SYLVAN LAKE
OAKILLAND COUNTY, MICHIGAN

ORDINANCE NO. 298
ZONING TEXT AMENDMENT

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER 78 OF THE SYLVAN LAKE CITY CODE,
ZONING CHAPTER, ARTICLE VI. SUPPLEMENTARY DISTRICT REGULATIONS,
TO AMEND SECTION 78-613. FENCES, PLANTINGS, WALLS, SCREENING AND
DECORATIVE FEATURES, IN ITS ENTIRETY AS HEREINAFTER PROVIDED.

THE CITY OF SYLVA N LAKE ORDAINS:

Section 1.

CHAPTER 78 OF THE SYLVAN LAKE CITY CODE, ZONING CHAPTER, ARTI CLE
VI, SUPPLEMENTARY DISTRICT REGULATIONS, SECTION 78-613. FENCES,
PLANTINGS, WALLS, SCREENING AND DECORATIVE FEATURES, 1S AMENDED
IN I'TS ENTIRETY TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

Section 78-613. Fences and screening.

a. Genetral requirements

1. Construction and maintenance. Fences shall be secutely constructed in conformance
with this Ordinance and all applicable building codes, and shall consist of marerials
that are found by the Building Official to be durable and weathet-resistant. Masonry
piers may be used as part of a fence installation with the approval of the Building
Official. Fences shall be maintained in good order, painted, rust-proofed or
otherwise protected against damage and decay, so as to present an orderly
appearance, Chain link type fences are strongly discouraged.

Hazards. Fences shall not be erected within public rights-of-way, or any corner
clearance area as described in Section 78-608 (Obstruction to Vision on Corner

Lots).

]

3. Location. Fences shall be located completely within the boundaties of the lot to

which they are associated.

4, Site drainage and utlities. Fences shall not be erccted in a manner that obstructs the
free flow of surface water or causes damage to underground utlities.

5. Orientation of finished side. Where a fence has a single finished or decorative side, it
shall be oriented to face outward towards adjacent paccels or street righrs-of-way
(away from the interior of the }ot to which the fence is associated). Finished side
being the side of the fence opposite to the side that contains or from which can be
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b. Single Family Residential Districts

Fences in single famuly residential districts are subject to the fol]owing requirements:

1.

ta

Fence placement and height are restricted as follows

Chain Link fences

®  Chain link fences Imay not exceed four (4) feet in height at any time and are
only allowed in the rear yard.

Rear Yard
*  Shall not exceed six {6) feet in height includjng DOS{s.

Side Yard
* Shall not exceed four (4) feet in height.,

* Shall not be within three (3) feet of a primary structure on ncighboring
property without written consent from the neighboring property owner.

*  Shall be of opea design such as aluminum, wrought iron, composite wood or
similar durable material..

* Shall be of a uniform, decorative design, obscuring less than roughly 50% of
the fence area excluding posts.

Side Yard with Shared Driveway or two (2 feet of Neighbor’s Drivew:z;g
s Aletter signed by both propetty owners approving the installation of a fence
on a shared drivcway must be submitted with the fence permit application.

*  Shall follow the same requiretnents for Side Yard fences stated above,

Fences shall not extend toward the front lot line farther than the front of the house,
defined as that part of the house closest to the side lot hne adjacent to the fence line,
The front of the house will not inchade porches, patios, decks or open steps. The
front lot line shall mean the line of said property abutting on the street, or in case of
a lot abutting on more than one street, the boundary of said propetty fronting on the
same strect with other adj oining lots of similar shape and size and parallel thereto,
shall be deemed the front thereof

Existing non-conforming fences in single-family residential districts that extend
tewards the frone lot line beyond the front of the residence as described above, and
are in a state of disrepair, shall not he permitted to be replaced with a new fence.

On corner lots in single-famnily residential districts with a common rear yard
relationship within the Block, non-conforming fences extending beyond the front of
the residence and in a stare of disrepalr shall not be permitted to be replaced.

[n the case of lake lots, fences will not be allowed in cither front vard. A fence may
be installed in the side yard [ollowing the testrictions stared ahove.
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h.

Permit Required

No person, firm or corporation shall construct or erect any fence, privacy screen or wall
upon any land within the City of Sylvan Lake without first having applied for and obta ined a
permit therefore from the City offices. A permit shall not be required for the followin g

actvites:
1. Repairs to an existing conforming fence with no structural changes.
2. The installation of gates or a new section of fence up to eight feet (8) in length,

when an existing conforming fence has been damaged due to natural or other czauses,
provided that such wotk is in compliance with the provisions of this Ordinance and
all applicable building codes.

3. Planting of continvous hedgerows or stinilar landscape features.

Application, The following information shall be provided with any permit application for a

fence:

1. Plot plan and construction drawings. A plot plan ot lot survey shall be provided] that
includes the location of all existing and proposed fences, structures, easements and
setback dimensions. An elevation sketch or photograph of the proposed fence shall
also be provided, with appropriate dimensions noted.

2. Written consent of all adjacent property owners if a fence or wall is proposed to be

installed on a lot line.

Removal of illegal or damaged fences. Damaged or illegal fences shall be immediately
repaired or removed by the property owner. Upon identification of 2 damaged or illegal
fence, the Building Official shall order the property owner to remove such fences or make
necessary repairs within thirty (30) days. Upon failure of the property owner to take such
actions within thirty (30) days, the City may act to remove such fences at the expense of the
property owner. The City may then place a Jien on the propetty, adding necessary rem oval
expenses to the tax bill for the property.

Appeals. Any appeals from the provisions of this section or a decision of the Building
Official can be made to the Zoning Board of Appeals and is subject to the standards listed
in Section 78-89.

Section 2. Conflicts.

If any portion of the City of Sylvan Lake Zoning Ordinance conflicts with this amendment to the
regulatons, the most restrictive provision shall be applied.

Section 3. Severability.

City of Sylvan Lake
Fence Ordinance Amendment . Page 5



