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CITY OF SYLVAN LAKE
REGULAR MEETING

MAY 11,2005

A Regular Meeting of the Sylvan Lake City Council was held on Wednesday, May11,
2005, Sylvan Lake Lutheran Church, 2399 Figa, West Bloomfield Twp., opening at 8:25 p.m.
Mayor Conkey presided over the Pledge of Allegiance.

     Present: Lorenz, Conkey, Dzenko, Eriksen, Hunger, 
     Absent: None
     Also Present: City Manager Martin, Clerk Clippert and City Attorney Bibeau

APPROVAL OF AGENDA

Moved by Hunger, seconded Dzenko, to approve the City Council Agenda for May 11,
2005, as presented.

Yes: All
No:  None

MOTION CARRIED

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Moved by Hunger, seconded Lorenz, to approve the following minutes as submitted:

April 6, 2005 - Study Session
April 13, 2005 - Regular Meeting

Yes: All
No:  None

MOTION CARRIED

APPROVAL OF DISBURSEMENTS
F-001-05

Moved by Dzenko, seconded Lorenz, to approve the voucher report for May totaling
$144,891.53.

 April Payroll $42,248.19  Check #'s 9334-9372
Accts Pay-May           100,326.35  Check # �s 40096-40181
Auto Debits    2,316.99

        $ 144,891.53

Yes: All
 No: None MOTION CARRIED
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ACCEPTANCE OF REPORTS

Mayor Conkey received the Public Works Department and the City Attorney's reports for the
month of April 2005, the  Police Department report for March 2005, and asked that they be
placed on file. 

Dzenko would like year to year comparisons for the Police Report.  

Eriksen asked if the ordinance enforcement was low.  Martin stated it will be picking up again.  

Hunger reviewed Council �s discussion with the Chief on speeding in the City and stated they all
agreed to back the police in issuing tickets to the residents.  Residents are doing most of the
speeding.  

BRIEF PUBLIC COMMENTS FOR ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA

Mayor Conkey opened the meeting to the public.
P1-009-05

Betty Delaney, 1814 Sherwood, stated a couple of years ago she presented a petition for a 4-way
stop sign at Pleasant, Woodland and Lakeland with only three households that weren � t in favor of
it.  Council turned her down.  She would like to propose it again.  Also she would like the  � no
turn �  signs at Knowlsen and Beverly to be removed.  She believes there is no longer a concern
with the cut thru traffic.  Martin will have the Chief look into it.

P1-010-05
Mike Schwanitz, 2419 Avondale West, informed council the Chinese restaurant is dumping
grease in the drains.  The grease trap behind the Lodge smells and the garbage containers aren �t
being closed.  Martin will let the ordinance enforcement officer know.

Steve Wilen, 2115 Garland, noted it appears there are a lot of choices for the Community Center
and financing is being look into.  He questioned when Council will give residents a chance to
vote on all the proposals.  Lorenz advised him to present new plans to Martin so he can give
them to Planning Commission  so everyone can make a decision.  

Helen Jane Peters, 2234 Garland, announced Apple Island Tours are May 20-22nd, noon to 5:00
pm.  There is a suggested donation of $5.  Tour starts at the museum.  

PR-017-05
Dan Smith, 2363 Garland, asked if there is a date for the goose roundup.  Al Payson, goose
warden, announced they did remove 19 nests and replaced 97 eggs this year.  The roundup will
depend on what they see.  Normally it is the third week in June.  Mr. Payson can be contacted at
681-5564.
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Marlene Toby, 2412  Renfrew, complained the streets are only getting worse with big caverns
appearing.  She asked when they are going to stop talking and start doing.  She knows there are
problems with contractors.  She urged council to start caring for the city �s infrastructures.  It is
the utmost importance and should be funded.  

Dave MacGillis, 1746 Woodland, announced his wife has volunteered to scrapbook the events in
the community.  He asked photographers to contact his wife.  

He asked if the boulevards on Garland could be cleaned up.  He noted there are big ruts at
Oakwood and Garland from the trucks installing telephone poles.

Joanne Eberhardt, 2400 Renfrew, stated she didn �t receive her May/June newsletter.  Martin
advised residents to call City Hall to see if it went out yet and to ask their postal carriers if they
are holding it.  

S-005-05
Ron Goldman questioned the status of the roads.  Martin acknowledged the asphalt plants are just
now opening so they couldn �t do anything until now.  He has gone around with the Engineers,
asphalt contractor and the general contractor and identified all the problem areas. There is quiet a
list they have to fix.  They will be repaired.  There is more restoration with the road edges and
grass.  There are places where the grass didn �t grow and they will have to re-hydroseed or put
more topsoil and hydroseed.  The drainage problems still have to be addressed.  The contractor
has not been paid off for the recent work that has been done.  There is  two year maintenance
bond which doesn � t begin until the project is final.  

Helen Jane Peters asked for volunteers for the parade and ask they call city hall.

Pete Peters commended council on the remarkable job they are doing on all the issues before
them.  He believes they are a good team and residents should give their support.

C5-002-05
Marcia Allison asked why the Boat Club was denied special street parking.  Lorenz replied, it
was decided to enforce all parking equally within the city.  Eriksen added, the Chief told council
if we want parking enforced, to enforce all or none.  Allison asked if signs could be removed for
special events.  Eriksen explained there is parking in the parking lots for the parks.  They can
park at Ferndale beach or the Community Center.  Lorenz also added they did try to come up
with a solution to allow this without ignoring the enforcement.

Tina Herzberg, 2163 Avondale, asked if there is a date for the fireworks and what the parking
would be.  Martin stated the fireworks are July 3 rd with a rain date of July 9 th and parking is still
being looked into.
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P1-011-05
Joanne Eberhard questioned if the City has a police dog.  Martin stated it is not the City �s dog.  It
is Officer Rehme �s dog who he has trained.  The city has not paid for him.  

Mayor Conkey closed this portion opened to the public.

CITY MANAGER COMMENTS

Community Center CC-010-05
Martin addressed the comments on the lack of maintenance on the community center over the
years.  In the last several years he has replace all the windows, all the floors, the basement floors,
the  � A �  and  � B �  room were both completely redone.  Where it stopped is with the main problems
they have now, the roof and drainage in basement and it has been in discussion for the past ten
years now and a decision was never made.  It was decided to do minimal.  It was not because of
lack or neglect of maintenance it was because of decision.

MI Municipal Review A-001-05
This magazine goes out to every municipality and all the public officials in the State.  
Sylvan Lake was featured on the back of the magazine this month.  There is a very nice article
talking about the city and it is an honor to be on it.  There is an eight year waiting list to go on
this magazine.  Martin will try to get it on the website.  

National Trail Day RT-002-05
June 4th is National Trail Day.  City of Pontiac is sponsoring some functions this year.  Watch for
more info.  

River Day & HAZ Collection Day C5-03-05
June 11th at Oakland University.  It is free.  More information can be obtained at NOHAZ.org.  

Cat Ordinance
This is still being reviewed.  Council will be looking at it within the next couple of months.  

Memorial Day Parade
The parade is the 30th of May.  They will take the same route with it starting in Keego Harbor and
ending at Sylvan Lake Memorial Park.  Sylvan Lake does need a volunteer to chair the parade.  

Park Clean Up
Martin gave a big thank you to Mitch Black and all the volunteers who cleaned up the park.  The
DPW appreciated it.  

City of Sylvan Lake
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Water Meters
The DPW has installed about 300 meters so far.

Clinton River Water Shed C5-004-05
There is an open house on May 26th at Oakland University for the Clinton main subwatershed. 
Flyers are available if interested.  There will be booths to explain what a watershed is and how it
works.  They will talk about how you should take care of your yard, all the things that go into
your grass and street, go into the lake and into the river system.

Election E-003-05
There was a 50% turnout, which is below average for Sylvan Lake.  Sylvan results were 96%
voted no and 4% voted yes.  He thanked the election workers and the Clerk for the great job they
did.

CITY COUNCIL COMMENTS

Eriksen thanked the volunteers, Dan Aldrich for the political campaign, the park volunteers,
Sylvan Shuffle, Home and Garden Tour, Gate Committee and all volunteers that have done work
in the city within the last month included Planning Commissioners. He encouraged everyone to
volunteer.  He asked someone to help with parade.  Not to necessarily Chair it but help out.  

He knows serious issues are being discussed and decided and he hopes they don � t leave unhappy
because everything doesn �t go their way.  He explained costs are going up and cash income is
going down.  

Hunger apologized to Martin because of an in accurate reply, which was posted on the message
board by him in regards to the City being $150,000 debt.  He cautioned everyone of the financial
deficit problems.  

He thanked Michelle Allread for the 5K run, which was fabulous.  He expressed the Home and
Garden Tour sign looks great.  He thought it was wonderful having everyone working on the park
clean up even though they may have been on different sides of issues.  He also thanked Dan
Aldrich for his work. 

He asked Council to consider having City Council and the Zoning Board of Appeals being
separate bodies.  

Dzenko thinks the volunteer involvement is great.  He echoed Hunger and Eriksen �s thoughts.

Lorenz also thanked all the volunteers mentioned.  He does hope someone will volunteer to chair
the Memorial Day Parade.  He explained it won �t take a lot of time.  

He appreciates working with council, working to better understanding of each other.
City of Sylvan Lake
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Conkey stated Mel Hagar is the Parade Organizer and most of the work has already been done. 
It �s only Sylvan �s end that a volunteer would have to help with.  

He discussed council not always agreeing on everything, but stated they are all pretty frugal. 
They will all keep a watch on the City �s finances and keep the city growing and continuing as it
has been for many years.  

COMMUNICATIONS
PR-018-05

  a. Consideration to Approve Recommendation of Gate Committee

Martin gave a brief review of the committee, which was formed at Council request last July. 
They had five meetings to resolve the issue of gate closing times.  Safety was the  driving factor
of the committee.    They recommended issuing tickets to people speeding, even if they are
residents.  Communicate the enforcement of the speeding in the newsletter and that the speed
limit is only 15 mph.  They recommended to add another warning sign of different color posted
near the speed limit sign.  They discussed traffic flow around the big beach and recommended
moving the gate at Oakwood more toward Telegraph.  Also they recommended adding a three
way stop at Ferndale and Oakwood.  They discussed concerns with access for emergency
vehicles which they included a letter from the Fire Marshall.  The committee discussed three
proposals for gate times: no gates, gates from 12-9pm and gates from 12-6 pm.  All members
agreed that consistent gate times are critical regardless of the weather.  The committee did not
have full agreement.  When they voted 14 members were present.  The results were: no gates 3,
12-6 pm 8, 12-9 pm 3.  The Gate Committee recommendation was to consistently close the gates
at noon everyday and open them at 6 pm everyday from Memorial Day through Labor Day.  

Martin explained why the gates were not consistently open at 9 pm in prior years.  The policy
was to close the gates at noon and open them no later than 9 pm, but it was at the discretion of
the park ranger who usually asked somebody else, either the police or City Manager. If it was a
cloudy 50 degree day, the gates were open and the park ranger went home.  If the issue is purely
safety and no one is in the parks, then there is no reason to have them closed. 

Kevin Mierzwa, 2214 Garland, was on the committee and believes the vote that was taken was
not representative of the community or committee.  He explained there were several members
who couldn �t make it that day and attended the meetings regularly.  He stressed if the object is to
keep the kids safe then after work is very busy.  He would like to see 12-9 pm.  

Steve Wilen would like to see the gates closed to 9:00 pm and allow the City discretion to open
them.  He noted the gates are only protecting a small area.  

Char Gamble, 2506 Pontiac Drive, has lived in the city for 30 years and doesn �t believe there
have been any accidents.  She feels people should watch their kids.

City of Sylvan Lake
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Bill Wright, 2306 Garland, doesn �t believes things were done arbitrarily.  He was against the
gates and didn �t see any value in them.  He explained the fire trucks will not drive through the
gates.  Time will be lost if they have to stop to open them.  He did compromise to the 12-6 pm
time because of drivers who wanted to view the sunsets and drive the beach.

Al Payson stated their main factor they discussed was consistency.  He doesn � t believe it should
be left up to an 18 year ranger to decide.  Also it should be the responsibility of the parents to
watch their kids not the residents.  

Helen McAllister stated she voted 12-6 pm.  She enjoys driving along the beach at night and she
believes safety of the children is important.  

Betty Delaney would like to see 12-9 pm.  If residents want to enjoy the beauty of the beach then
they can park their car to enjoy it.

Stuart Bandalene believes the gates should be closed 12-9 pm also. If somebody wants to drive
they can drive 90% of Lakeview.  On Ferndale people don �t pay attention when they are drive
because they are looking to see who is in the park.  He believes it worked fine as it was all along. 

Brian Schulz stated kids are not the only ones needing safety.  There are walkers, strollers and
skaters.  The gates help control the vehicular traffic.  He can �t image what has changed to want to
open the gates to cars again.

Deb Leh, 1740 Stratford, asked what was the point of the committee if nobody is taking their
results and putting them in place.  She doesn �t understand what a three hour difference is going
to do.  

Ron Goldman asked if the Fire Department could be given a key to the gates.  Conkey replied, he
spoke with the Fire Chief and they do use lock boxes on businesses where one key fits all, but the
Chief didn �t think this was a good idea.  Hunger asked if the gates had to be locked at all.  Martin
stated if they are not locked they will be opened.  

Jim Schafer 1415 Oakwood, complimented Judy Shaheen for Chairing the Committee.  He stated
it was a difficult job.  He suggested for the future that Council set the committee membership. 
He asked if the City has a Traffic Safety Committee.  Martin replied, no.  He asked them to
consider setting one up.  He expressed he is for the 12-9 pm.  

Hunger agreed with Payson comment of consistency and not leaving it up to the park ranger.  He
asked if they could communicate with a police office first. Martin stated that is how it was done. 
They usually asked an officer or Martin before leaving, unless it was raining and cold.  

Eriksen recalled somebody leaving the gates closed after they left work.  Martin acknowledged
their have been problems some years with some rangers.  Last year they did a good job.  Eriksen
doesn �t understand why they need to be locked.  Conkey stated he has witnessed people trying to
open the gates to drive through.  He has even seen them break them.  Payson added it happens all
the time on Ferndale.  
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Conkey noted he spoke with the Police Chief regarding this and they also will not run through
the gates.  He told them they would have to look at the ratio of safety and see if it outweighs
risks.

Martin expressed if emergency situations are what they are considering, then no gates would be
the answer.  

Eriksen acknowledged it is a tough situation and they are trying to make the right decision.  He
reviewed Bandalene �s comments and added drivers can also drive down to the point on Pontiac
Drive.  He is sensitive to sunset watchers.  He would like to see the gates open possibility at 8:30
or 8:00 pm. He understands people in the park need to be protected.

Dzenko was for gates 24 hours, but didn �t realize how many people were against it.  So he
listened to what the people wanted.  He is not in favor of 8:00 pm.  He didn �t have problem with
how it was, 12 to maximum of 9 pm, having the rangers concur with the police and if the weather
is bad then open them.

Lorenz explained before the meeting he was going with the recommendation of the committee,
12-6 pm.  He listened to Mr. Wright �s commends tonight and agreed with him in regards to
emergency vehicles, but he has to weigh out all the comments and decide what is best.

Moved by Lorenz, seconded Eriksen, to keep the policy as it is, closing at noon and
opening no later than 9:00 pm, at the discretion of the Police Department and/or City Manager.  

Yes:  All
No:    None

MOTION CARRIED

Conkey stated he has witnessed the traffic and activities on Ferndale; the busiest times are from
6-9 pm.  He doesn � t believe it is worth the risk to open them earlier.  

Eriksen is very sensitive on the work the committee did and they will be enacting some of their
recommendations.  It �s hard to get a sense of the community because they don �t all want to
participate.  He would still like a survey of wants and needs of the city.  Also opening the gates
for cars to drive through, opens them to the public for anyone to drive by.  

Conkey agreed the committee did a great job and made some excellent recommendations and
points. 

Gates protect not just the kids, but the bikers, walkers and skaters.  

Martin stated he doesn �t have a problem with moving the gate.  He will  need to speak with the
Chief for the stop and speed signs.  
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PR-019-05
Moved by Eriksen, seconded Hunger, to move the gate closer to Oakwood at the

discretion of the City Manager.

Yes:  All
No:   None

MOTION CARRIED

PR-020-05
  b. Park and Recreation Committee Activities and Fund Raising Updates

Mitch Black asked if permission has been given to use Whitfield yet.  Martin doesn �t believe it
has, but it shouldn �t be a problem.   Black reported next month he plans to bring shuttle
proposals before council.  They are looking at shuttles for Whitfield, and LaRosa.  It may be a
per person basis fee.  

Bathrooms at Ferndale park are being discussed.  They are looking at three different proposals. 
The Beach/Park Committee has raised around $20,000 with the Beach Ball and Shuffle.  The
proposal will cover whether they can use existing buildings, new buildings, costs and
maintenance costs.

Eriksen would like a motion to close the streets as they did last year.  Martin stated a traffic
control order will have to be approved.  Eriksen would like to let the residents know tonight that
there is going to no parking on the streets for the fireworks. 

C5-005-05
Moved by Eriksen, seconded Dzenko, approve  � no parking �  on the streets for July 3rd

fireworks, similar to last year.  The Traffic Control Order to be approved at the June meeting.

Yes:  All
No:   None

MOTION CARRIED

Judy Schwanitz, Chairman of the Home and Garden Tour, announced tickets are now available. 
She thanked City Council and City Hall employees for their help.  Tickets will be sold at City
Hall and at the Community Center.  They will be holding some seminars at Bill Stevens house,
one is on kits homes the other on remodeling.  They will have signs in front of possible kits
homes.  They are possibly 36 kit homes.  This is the last week to get ads in their book.  They still
need docents.  They will be having entertainment in the parks.  If anyone is interest in this, let her
know.  She asked if the meter readers could concentrate on cleaning up the city the week before. 
Martin said he will take care of getting the city in shape, the same as is done every year.
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CC-011-05
  c.   Consideration to Approve to Remediate Mold and Open Community Center

Moved by Lorenz, seconded Dzenko,  to contract with a mold remediation
expert/contractor to remediate the mold in the basement of the Community Center and reopen the
building for pubic use.  

Yes:  Dzenko, Lorenz, Conkey
No:   Eriksen, Hunger

MOTION CARRIED

Hunger doesn �t believe they have an idea what this is going to mean financially or legally.  Nor
do they have a prudent understanding of what the developing industry standards are in mold
remediation.  He is not saying this is not the answer.  He would like more time for more
documentation to backup why one direction is better.

Eriksen explained listening to the public comments tonight and believes council should not rush
this, but take their time.  He doesn � t believe there is a cash payback for reopening the building,
bring in $6000 in rentals yet they are spending $10,500 to reopen it.  He believes sooner or later
the building is going to have to come down.  They need to be fiscally responsible.  To reopen the
center to have a place for meetings doesn �t make sense either, because if they start to pay $75 a
meeting to meet at the church they will have to have a whole lot of meetings before they get to
$10,000.  The plan should include the whole cost not just the remediation.  The building is not
ADA approved and he is not sure it is up to code either.  He is concerned with the legal risk also.  

Conkey stated the Community Center has been used for many years in the state it was in.  It was
shut down because mold.  It should have been fixed right away then, but because of the issue of
rebuilding or remodel, it wasn �t.  He doesn � t believe the Community Center ever operated as for
profit operation.   He believes the building never lost its certificate of occupancy and it still
would be functioning if no mold was found.  He believes liking to spend a little money would be
the prudent thing to do.

Dzenko expressed mold takes water and organic matter.  They are going to remove the drywall to
the concrete and then there won �t be anymore organic matter and they can see where the water
penetration is coming from.  They are not going to know unless they take this step.  Money
hasn � t been spent in the past year for the Community Center so there is money there.

Hunger doesn �t have a problem with putting on a mask and taking coverings off the walls to see
what is behind it.  They do need to do these things.  It is the standards which he is concerned
with.  They are being held up in courts of law.  
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Moved by Eriksen, seconded Hunger, to amend the motion to hire someone to identify the
mold problem, including the source of water.  

Yes:  Eriksen, Hunger
No:   Conkey, Dzenko, Lorenz

MOTION FAILS

Conkey stated he has had contractors look at it and they have said everything needs to come off
the walls before identifying the water source, but before they do that, they have to remediate the
mold first.  

Hunger argued, suppose they tear out the walls and find something else out and now the cost is
up to $50,000.  That is not being very prudent.

Eriksen quoted Orchard, Hiltz �s report from 1997, stating there are five possible sources for
infiltration.  If water is flowing in through wood then you have a constant source of mold.  

Lorenz reviewed there are no standards to meet.  He has spoken with the Department of
Community Health from the State of Michigan and they asked why the city would waste money
on an air test when there are no standards to meet.  The goal is to get the building reopened and
useable.  It is value for some residents.  

Dzenko questioned the two motions.  Lorenz read his motion again and amended it not exceed
$20,000.  

Yes:  Dzenko, Lorenz, Conkey
No:   Eriksen, Hunger

Martin will provide council with copies of all bids.

Eriksen questioned if legal council was going to be able to review this.  Bibeau agreed he would.

Hunger questioned what if the city got sued after reopening the center.  Bibeau replied, they
would have to prove the city didn �t do what was reasonable.

Eriksen questioned the certification.  They will get a third party to certify it.  Eriksen would like
the contract to state  � until the customer is satisfied and certification is passed. �
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R2-006-05 ZP-006-05
  d.  Consideration to Approve Resolution of Intent to Create a Downtown Development
Authority

Moved by Eriksen, seconded Dzenko, to approve the resolution of intent to create a DDA
as presented.

Yes:  All
No:   None

RESOLTUION ADOPTED

R2-007-05 B-003-05
   e. Consideration to Approve 2005/2006 Millage Rate Resolution

Martin asked anyone interested in wanting an explanation of how the millage rate is set to come
see him.  Martin has a call into the County reviewing additions and losses.  He is asking council
to approve the resolutions with the understanding that if there has been miscalculations then it
will be back again on the June agenda. 

Lorenz added the millage rate is controlled by the State at this point and the city has no control
over it.

Moved by Eriksen, seconded Dzenko, to adopt the millage rate resolution for the fiscal
year 2005/06 as presented and copy of the resolution be attached to the minutes.  

Yes:  All
No:    None

RESOLUTIION ADOPTED

R2-008-05 B-004-05
   f. Consideration to Approve 2005/2006 Appropriation Resolution

Moved by Dzenko, seconded Hunger, to adopt the appropriation resolution for fiscal
2005/06 as presented and a copy of the resolution be attached to the minutes.

Yes:  All
No:    None

RESOLTUION ADOPTED
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NEWSLETTER AND CABLE INPUT

Goose roundup date.  Dzenko asked if the speed trailer was going to be put in the parks.  Martin
stated it will.

ADJOURNMENT

Moved by Eriksen, seconded Hunger, to adjourn the regular City Council Meeting.

Yes:  All
No:    None

MOTION CARRIED

The meeting was adjourned at 10:50 p.m.

                                                                    
Dennise Clippert, City Clerk


