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CITY OF SYLVAN LAKE
REGULAR MEETING

MARCH 9,2005

A Regular Meeting of the Sylvan Lake City Council was held on Wednesday, March 9,
2005, opening at 8:03 p.m. Mayor Conkey presided over the Pledge of Allegiance.

     Present: Eriksen, Hunger, Lorenz, Conkey, Dzenko 
     Absent: None
     Also Present: City Manager Martin, Clerk Clippert and City Attorney Bibeau

APPROVAL OF AGENDA

Moved by Eriksen, seconded Dzenko, to approve the City Council Agenda for March 9,
2005, as presented.

Yes: All
No:  None

MOTION CARRIED

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Moved by Eriksen, seconded Lorenz, to approve the following minutes as submitted:

February 2, 2005 - Study Session
February 9, 2005 - ZBA Hearing -2459 Pontiac Drive
February 9, 2005 - Regular Meeting

Yes: All
No:  None

MOTION CARRIED

APPROVAL OF DISBURSEMENTS
F-001-05

Moved by Dzenko, seconded Lorenz, to approve the voucher report for March totaling
$178,040.77 and voiding a/p checks 38183-39099 and payroll checks 9179-9299, which will be
shredded due to changing banks from National City to Flagstar Bank.

 February Payroll        $41,571.43  Check #'s 9148-9178
Accts Pay-Feb              73,018.17  Check # �s 38150-38182
Auto Debits    3,329.50

        $ 178,040.77

Yes: All
 No: None MOTION CARRIED
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ACCEPTANCE OF REPORTS

Mayor Conkey received the Public Works Department and the City Attorney's reports for the
month of February 2005, the  Police Department report for January 2005, and asked that they be
placed on file. 

L2-002-05
Bibeau reported there is a final jury pretrial with Piku next week.  Bibeau spoke with Piku �s
attorney, who stated Piku may be willing to move the fence/artwork to within a foot or two of the
house.  This would move it off the lot line and he would face the good side to the neighbor �s
house.  

Conkey questioned if it would conform to the ordinance.  Bibeau replied, technically it would
not.  Martin added, if he attached it to the side of the house it would probably be ok.  Lorenz
asked if it would meet the side yard setback if he attached it.  Martin said it probably would. 
Lorenz stated he would consider this if it meets the side yard setback.  

BRIEF PUBLIC COMMENTS FOR ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA

Mayor Conkey opened the meeting to the public.

Neil Davis, 1975 Woodland, questioned why the city changed banks.  Martin responded, because
there is significant savings in fees. 

SC-003-05
Dan Aldrich, 2191 Avondale, announced there is a meeting Tuesday morning in Lansing. 
Pontiac School Board , the lobbyist and Brian Palmer want to work out some kind of a
compromise.  Some C.A.R.E. group members are going up and they won �t know anything until
after that.  The bill is still looking favorable to pass.  They are still looking for funds to help with
this.

Linda Wasche gave an update on the cat trap-neuter-return program, stating they have trapped six
cats examined, spayed or neuter them and returned them.  Volunteers are still needed.

CC-005-05
Steve Wilen, 2215 Garland, stated he has two proposals for the Community Center he would like
to present them to the City.  He asked how he should go about this.  Martin suggested he speak
with Aron Lorenz on how to proceed.  Lorenz asked Wilen to bring the plans to the next
Committee Funding meeting and he would incorporate this with the committee �s plans.  Lorenz
will then present plans to Martin, then they would go to Planning Commission and then City
Council.

Mayor Conkey closed this portion opened to the public.
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CITY MANAGER COMMENTS

Storm Water Management WA-003-05
This has been mandated by the State to make sure that our water is kept clean.  They are in the
final stages.  Part of the project is public participation and education.  Martin will be sending out
information for an open house/program with a tentative date of May 17th at Oakland University.

No Haz
They are finalizing dates for this summer �s collection.  Information will be available in the
newsletter, on cable tv and on the website.  

Water Meters Program U-002-05
Installation appointments are being set up.  Martin encouraged everyone to call to get their meter
changed.  Provisions will be made for scheduling appointments during non-normal business
hours if necessary.

CITY COUNCIL COMMENTS
PR-008-05

Eriksen announced their will be a Park and Recreation Committee meeting, May 30th, at City
Hall.  Mitch Black has volunteered to take over as chairman.  Eriksen asked anyone else
interested in chairing, to attend the meeting as they will be voting on it.

He conveyed  the Sylvan Shuffle is May 7th.  It starts at the Boat Club at 8:45 a.m.

Hunger added, Michelle Allread is looking for sponsors for the Sylvan Shuffle.

He thanked Patty, Tracy and Nancy for their hard work on the Beach Ball.  It was a good time.  

Hunger believes there are a lot of possibilities and exciting things that could happen for Sylvan. 
He thanked council for considering and communicating them.

Dzenko is enjoying the participation with the residents. He is also enjoying the study sessions.

Lorenz thanked everyone who participated in the last six months to discuss the Community
Center and the funding issues the city is facing.  He thanked the volunteers on the Beach Ball for
the funds they raised over the last year which really helped the city, He acknowledged and
thanked the city employees for their work to the city and time away from their families.

Conkey thanked the women who worked on the Beach Ball and asked Patty Harrop to give a
report.
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PR-009-05
Harrop disclosed there were 175 who attended the Beach Ball.  Not all the auction items went,
but their end figure is $15,000 raised.  

Lorenz asked who received the parking space.  Harrop announced, Rick and Alona Hunger did.

COMMUNICATIONS

  a.  Rescind Appointment to Planning Commission A2-003-05

Mayor Conkey explained Eric Weigand thought he was going to step down because of health
reasons, but is doing ok and able to still serve on the Planning Commission.  Martin suggested
taking one of the appointments from last month and making them alternate.  Mayor Conkey
stated Dave MacGillis offered.

Moved by Lorenz, seconded Hunger, to approve Dave MacGillis as an alternate on
Planning Commission.  He will be a voting member in the absence of another Planning
Commission member.

Yes: All
No:   None

MOTION CARRIED

  b. Discussion of Cat Ordinance -Set Public Hearing Date PH-001-05

Moved by Eriksen, seconded Hunger, to approve setting an informal public hearing date
for 7:45 p.m., April 13, 2005, to discuss the cat ordinance.

Yes: All
No:   None

MOTION CARRIED

PR-010-05
  c.  Home and Garden Tour Update -Rebecca Hunter, Kit Home Expert

Marlene Toby announced the 2nd Annual Home and Garden Tour will be held June 18th, from 10
a.m. to 4 p.m.  The tour will feature kit homes this year.  She introduced Rebecca Hunter from
Elgin, IL; a national kit home expert.  

Hunter expressed her excitement in the project/tour.  She explained kit homes where pre-cut 
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homes, cut to size and shipped to the builder by railroad.  This kit allowed buyers to save up to
30% because they didn �t have to buy plans or have to get an architect.  She presented pictures,
which the committee took, of some homes in Sylvan Lake that may be kit homes.  She estimates
there may be 30 houses.  She explained how she authenticates kit homes; they have part numbers
that were stamped on the wood.  She will be back in June to help with the Home Tour.  

Hunger thanked her for her excitement and presentation.  He asked if there were kit Community
Centers.  Hunter stated there were actually kit City �s.  They included residential, churches,
schools, hospitals, businesses, etc.  She has published a book on the history of Sear �s Homes. 
Hunter is available for communication by phone or email.  

Toby thanked council for letting the committee make this presentation and thanked Cable TV for
their interest this year. 

  d.   Community Funding Issues CC-006-05

Lorenz gave an update with what the Funding Committee has come up with and the needs
assessment of the city.  It is being presented to the City Manager.  It identifies residents wishes, 
numbers for cost estimates and millage estimates on how this might be funded.  They included
different ways to fund it using fund raisers, assessing the properties, selling property or raising
fees.  The financial requirements of the City �s needs are much greater than just a Community
Center.  

He spoke on the Headlee amendment and how it prevents cities who are fully developed from
getting more money.  He has contacted Mike Bishop and Shelley Taub regarding this issue.  He
is hoping he has convinced Senator Bishop to pursue the issue.  

The Funding Committee will be having another meeting the beginning of April, to focus on the
two plans they have identified.  He asked Steve Wilen to present his plans at this meeting.  

Conkey thanked Lorenz for his time, education and expertise on this project.

   e. Discussion of City Entrance Signs M-003-05

Martin provided sample pictures and costs from one company.  If City Council is interested in
this then he will look at designs and prices and pursue other companies.  

Eriksen proposed it go Planning Commission first.

Lorenz questioned where the signs would go on Orchard Lake Road.  Martin proposed on the
west bound side, at the entrance of KFC and east bound perhaps the bike path.  

Dzenko is not in favor of having signs on Orchard Lake Road.
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Conkey asked the residents present, how they felt with a show of hands for it and against.  

Council agreed to take it to Planning Commission.

P1-005-05
   f. Consideration to Approve an Increase in the Fee for Police Reports

Moved by Eriksen, seconded Hunger, to approve increasing the City �s charge for a copy
of a police report from $3.00 to $5.00.

Yes: All
No:  None

MOTION CARRIED

P1-006-05
   g. Consideration to Approve Purchase of Patrol Car

Moved by Eriksen, seconded Dzenko, to approve the purchase of a new police car and
related equipment, at a cost not to exceed $20,000.

Yes:   All
No:     None

MOTION CARRIED

NEWSLETTER AND CABLE INPUT

Discussion of signs at entrance to the city, Beach Ball report and Home and Garden Tour.

ADJOURNMENT

Moved by Eriksen, seconded Hunger, to adjourn the regular City Council Meeting.

Yes:  All
No:    None

MOTION CARRIED

The meeting was adjourned at 8:58 p.m.

                                                                    
Dennise Clippert, City Clerk


