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CITY OF SYLVAN LAKE
REGULAR MEETING

JANUARY 12, 2005

A Regular Meeting of the Sylvan Lake City Council was held on Wednesday, January 12,
2005, Sylvan Lake Lutheran Church, 2399 Figa, West Bloomfield Twp., opening at 8:00 p.m.
Mayor Conkey presided over the Pledge of Allegiance.

     Present: Lorenz, Conkey, Eriksen, Hunger
     Absent: Dzenko (excused)
     Also Present: City Manager Martin and Clerk Clippert 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA

Moved by Eriksen, seconded Hunger, to approve the City Council Agenda for January 12,
2005, as presented.

Yes: All
No:  None

MOTION CARRIED

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Lorenz corrected the Study Session minutes on page one, second paragraph under Community
Center Direction.  He requested sentence five be stricken from the record.

Moved by Eriksen, seconded Hunger, to approve the following  minutes for December,
2004, as amended:

December 1, 2004 Study Session
December 8, 2004 Organizational Meeting
December 8, 2004 Public Hearing-CDBG
December 8, 2004 Regular Meeting

Yes: All
No:  None

MOTION CARRIED
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APPROVAL OF DISBURSEMENTS

Moved by Hunger, seconded Lorenz, to approve the voucher report for January totaling
$381,986.75.

  Dec Payroll          73,227.75  Check #'s 9049-9104
Accts Pay-Jan      306,097.00  Check # �s 38021-38088
ACH-Dec          2,662.00

   $ 381,986.75

Yes: All
 No:  None

MOTION CARRIED

ACCEPTANCE OF REPORTS

Mayor Conkey received the Public Works Department and the City Attorney's reports for the
month of December 2004, and the Police report for November 2004 and asked that they be
placed on file.

BRIEF PUBLIC COMMENTS FOR ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA

Mayor Conkey opened the meeting to the public.

Chris Jarosz, 1465 Glenwood, stated she attended the cat neutering program.  She updated that
traps have been set and the program has been implemented.  She inquired if advertisements could
be put on cable and the website.  She requested help for the program.

Hunger asked her to contact him to include information in the Gazette.

Fran Hines, 2335 Cheltingham, questioned where the traps were set.  Wood replied, they are set
in residents yards with written permission only.  

Bob Duschinske, 1756 Stratford, requested an update on purchasing or leasing a police vehicle
and grading of the bike path.  Martin informed him council discussed this at the study session
and it was decided to keep on purchasing the vehicles.  The State bid will be used to purchase the
vehicle.  Money is budgeted in the Police Department for the purchase.  The trail will be graded
in the spring.  He received bids to do it, but the ground froze before they could do it.  
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There were no other public comments.  MayorConkey closed this portion opened to the 
public.

CITY MANAGER COMMENTS

Training Sessions
Martin provided available dates for February.  Not all of Council was available for these dates. 
Martin will try for a Wednesday in March.  Council agreed to keep their calendars clear.  

Water Rates WA-001-05
Detroit �s water rate they are charging the city went down 2%.  Martin is expecting another
decrease next year.

Roofs
City Hall will be getting a new roof if council approves it tonight.  The DPW garage needs a
coating on their roof.  It is 25 years old.  Martin will be getting bids for this.

Dispatch Services P1-001-05
Martin spoke with County Commissioner John Scott regarding police dispatch services. 
Currently the city is paying West Bloomfield around $40,000 to provide the service.  Scott is
working to get with the other communities to change to Oakland County for dispatching at a
lower rate.  It could possibly save the city between $20,000- $30,000.  

Eriksen added at the Fire Board meeting last night West Bloomfield informed them there are
three times that they keep track of: turn out time (out of bed into truck), show up time (from
station to the event), and process time (call into dispatch and out to the department).  He
explained they have little control over this and often are delayed because of it.  He also stated
90% of the time they arrive to the scene within six minutes from the time the call goes out.  

CITY COUNCIL COMMENTS

Hunger asked to spread the word regarding the Beach Ball, February 26th.  

He is putting out another issue of the Gazette and asked for help in distributing.

Hunger thanked Lorenz for their continued communication and access to working together.  He
believes good things will happen.

He expressed his happiness with Sharon Eriksen �s turn around.  

He announced Pontiac Threatre IV donated $904 to the Community Center fund today.  
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Eriksen thanked everyone for their flowers and prayers.  He announced Sharon is doing good and
will be on antibiotics the next couple of weeks.

He congratulated Conkey on being the Mayor and looks forward to working with him.

He reported at the fire board meeting last night, West Bloomfield reported things are smooth and
effective.  There is a new station on Maple now, everyone should go to see it.  He is anticipating
being called back for negotiations on the contract with them.

Lorenz welcomed Eriksen back.

Conkey requested everyone to push the Beach Ball.  It was an excellent event last year and he
would like to see it succeed again.

COMMUNICATIONS

  a.  Appointment to Board of Review A2-001-05

Moved by Eriksen, seconded Lorenz, to approve the appointment of Jan Hays to the
Board of Review for a three-year term to expire January 31, 2008.

Yes: All
No:  None

MOTION CARRIED

   b.   Community Center Update CC-001-05

Lorenz updated that the committee is still meeting and discussing how to proceed.  The city
contracted with Fairway to provide a discovery on the foundation.  They found it to be adequate
for renovation.  They are working to present two plans to the residents, one to renovate the
existing building using the main room and adding a pavilion and the other for a new building. 
He would like to forward this to the Planning Commission for their input on the pro �s and con �s
of refurbishing the building.  He spoke with Cunningham/Limp and some other companies whom
Mike Grasser recommended for new construction.  He estimates it would be between $150-$175
per square foot for a new building.  He asked those in favor of building a new facility to call him
and get involved now.  He would like help with presenting a cost effective new building.  

Hunger stated when they were working on plan  � A �  they had a lot of construction fire power
involved in the project.  He asked those who have worked in construction to look at and see what
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kind of building they could build brand new.  They are targeting to work with $500,000-
$600,000.  He is hoping the direction this takes doesn �t turn into not my plan verses your plan
situation.  

Eriksen suggested having two Charettes, planning sessions; they accomplish a lot.  He believes
the attendance would be greater because there is more awareness than before.

Conkey suggested getting the two plans together to present at the Charete.  

Lorenz stated his committee has looked at which direction to go with.  They have discussed a
new building and got some numbers to do this and they were $700,000-$800,000 and this doesn �t
include landscaping or decks.  This is included in the renovation proposal.  He stated it �s not just
about the money, City Hall and other areas need fixing also.  Other capital items need to be
addressed also, along with an operating budget.  He would like to have a charette as soon as
possible.  If the direction is renovate then he would like to get the basement cleaned up and move
the dirt around this spring to the city can start using the Community Center again.

   c. Parks and Recreation Update PR-001-05

Eriksen announced he needs someone to take over as Chairman for the Parks and Recreation
Committee.  

Lorenz expressed he would like to try to formalize it, how it is going to operate and get some
structure.  

Eriksen believes it has been  working well.  The problem is getting volunteers.  The protocol is
the committee answers to City Council.  He invites anyone to help support it.  He thinks they
have made some great strides.  

Conkey also thought formal structure might be good.  He would like updates given to Council
regularly and to post it in the newsletter.  He doesn �t want to see the committees fall apart if the
main people can � t help.  He believes it is a positive thing.

Eriksen stated the whole structure is active.  He has no objection to formal structure, but feels it
has been going on.  The committee chairman report at the Parks and Recreation meetings and
sometimes to council.  

Hunger understands the desire for structure and acknowledged the committees exist because a
group of residents want to do something for the city.  He believes if they were given power then
the structure would be necessary.  He stated they are not employees of the city but volunteers and
recognized how fortunate the city is to have them.  He feels it would be a mistake to make it this
severe.  
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Eriksen would welcome a Vice Chairman and Secretary.  He recommended a meeting every
month and have it announced in the newsletter.

Martin stated Keego Harbor is having their 50th anniversary this year and they would like to
change the Memorial Day parade to start in Sylvan and end in Keego this year only.  They will be
contacting the City �s Chairman, Marge Kumar, regarding this.  

Hunger felt it would be neighborly of Sylvan to do.  

PR-002-05
   d.  Consideration to Approve Restroom Facility Concept at the Ferndale Park

Martin stated this was mentioned as a primary fund raiser for the Beach Ball this year.  

Hunger added fund raisers work a lot better when you have a goal.  The idea is in concept only
and would be contingent upon money raised.  

Lorenz questioned what happens with the money if it is not approved.  Hunger acknowledged it
would sit in the beach/park fund.  The committee has other ideas also.  This is the first goal they
would like to work on.

Lorenz is all for having a permanent restroom at Ferndale Park, but cautioned no discussion has
taken place on how it will be funded long term, how it will be policed and maintained.  Hunger
replied, they are discussing these things already and they will discuss this with council after they
know they have money to work with.  Hunger discussed some of the things they have explored.

Conkey understands it to be a small facility and nothing will be done without council approval.

Eriksen expressed there is a kit available which runs around $30,000.  It is not abuse proof, but it
goes along way.  There has been discussion on renovating the pump house down there.  He
believes this would be impractical.  

This just gives the Beach Ball a focus.

Moved by Hunger, seconded Conkey, to support this year �s Beach Ball fund raiser goal of
funding a permanent rest room facility at the Ferndale Beach, contingent upon additional council
approval of plans for that facility.

Yes: All
No:   None

MOTION CARRIED
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R2-001-05
  e.  Consideration to Approve NO HAZ Resolution and Agreement for 2005

Moved by Eriksen, seconded Hunger, to approve the resolution indicating our
participation in the 2005 NO HAZ program.

Yes: All
No:   None

RESOLUTION ADOPTED

R2-002-05 E-001-05
  f.   Consideration to Approve Resolution to Administer School Elections

Clippert explained under the new legislation school districts no longer administer their elections. 
All school elections will be held here in Sylvan Lake for both the Pontiac and West Bloomfield
districts.  The Clerk will run the elections.  New voter ID cards will be sent to everyone 60 days
prior to the election  May 3rd.  Pontiac is expecting to submit a bond proposal for $99 million. 
Nothing has been filed yet.  Clerk will keep everyone updated.  Absentee applications will go to
anyone 60 years or older, under the new law.  

Moved by Hunger, seconded Eriksen, to approve the HAVA Resolution as presented.

Yes: All
No:   None

RESOLUTION ADOPTED

R2-003-05 E-002-05
    g.   Consideration to Approve Resolution for Equipment for the Help America Vote Act

Clippert explained under the new law it requires Counties to have a uniform voting system. 
Funding will be provided through the State for the new equipment.  The equipment will be
similar to what the city is already using.  It will follow ADA requirements.  The new equipment
isn � t expected until August 2005.  

Moved by Hunger, seconded Eriksen, to approve the HAVA Resolution as presented.

Yes: All
No:   None

RESOLUTION ADOPTED



8

City of Sylvan Lake

January 12, 2005

B2-001-05
  h.  Consideration to Approve Quote for a New Roof on City Hall

Martin received three bids.  All bids were identical in scope.  He feels comfortable with the
figures provided.  

Conkey questioned if this was a complete tear off.  He thought the figures were high.  Martin
confirmed it is a complete tear off.

Eriksen asked if included rotting boards.  Martin stated it didn �t.  

Lorenz inquired when it would be done.  Martin replied, as soon as possible.  It is leaking in one
spot already.  The DPW has somewhat fix it already.

Moved by Hunger, seconded Lorenz, to approve the City Manager to enter into an
agreement with K & D Roofing, to put a new roof on City Hall with a cost not to exceed $5,500.

Yes: All
No:   None

MOTION CARRIED

NEWSLETTER/CABLE TV INPUT

Stray Cat program, Beach Ball, School Elections and opening for Parks and Recreation
Chairman.

Martin let council know next month appointments for Planning Commission will be on the
agenda.  

ADJOURNMENT

Moved by Eriksen, seconded Hunger, to adjourn the Regular City Council Meeting.  

Yes: All
No:   None

MOTION CARRIED

Meeting adjourned at 8:57 p.m.
                                                                    
Dennise Clippert, City Clerk


