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CITY OF SYLVAN LAKE
REGULAR MEETING

APRIL 13, 2005

A Regular Meeting of the Sylvan Lake City Council was held on Wednesday, April 13,
2005, Sylvan Lake Lutheran Church, 2399 Figa, West Bloomfield Twp., opening at 8:00 p.m.
Mayor Pro Tem Eriksen presided over the Pledge of Allegiance.

     Present: Hunger, Lorenz, Dzenko, Eriksen 
     Absent: Conkey (excused)
     Also Present: City Manager Martin and Clerk Clippert 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA

Moved by Eriksen, seconded Hunger, to approve the City Council Agenda for April 13,
2005, as presented.

Yes: All
No:  None

MOTION CARRIED

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Moved by Hunger, seconded Dzenko, to approve the following  minutes for March, 2005,
as submitted:

March 2, 2005-Study Session
March 9, 2005-Regular Meeting

Yes: All
No:  None

MOTION CARRIED

APPROVAL OF DISBURSEMENTS

Moved by Hunger, seconded Lorenz, to approve the voucher report for January totaling
$381,986.75.

  Feb Payroll          43,639.76  Check #'s 9300-9333
Accts Pay-Mar     144,526.45  Check # �s 40030-40095
ACH-Feb          3,045.79

   $ 191,212.00
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Yes: All
 No:  None

MOTION CARRIED

ACCEPTANCE OF REPORTS

Mayor Pro Tem Eriksen received the Public Works Department and the City Attorney's reports
for the month of March 2005, and the Police report for February 2005 and asked that they be
placed on file.

BRIEF PUBLIC COMMENTS FOR ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA

Mayor Pro Tem Eriksen opened the meeting to the public.

Marlene Toby, 2412 Renfrew, asked what is happening with the road project.
SC-004-05

Dan Aldrich, 2191 Avondale, announced there will be a meeting with the C.A.R.E group and
Shelley Taub tomorrow night at 7:00 p.m. here at the Lutheran Church.  She will give an update
on what is happening with getting out of the Pontiac School District.  Also, he reminded
everyone to vote May 3rd.  Pontiac has a bond millage proposal on the ballot.

Helen Chadwick, 1625 Maplewood, asked residents to consider the fact that they are the
stockholders in the Pontiac School District.  She is a teacher in the Pontiac School District and
asked  them to consider the children.  She also stated on the ballot is voting for the Board of
Education.  She suggested gaining some diversity on the board.

Michelle Allread is running the Sylvan Lake Shuffle, May 7th, 9:00 a.m. starting at the Oakland
County Boat Club.  It is a 5K run, walk and 1K for kids.  Food, shirts and a DJ will be provided. 
Anyone can register online at sylvanshuffle.com.  She also needs help if anyone is interested. 
Last year they had 150 participants and they are looking for more this year.  

Bob Monument, 1529 Lakeview, stated there are nine homes on the Home and Garden Tour this
year.  Anyone interested in helping should call Helen Jane Peters or Marlene Toby.  

Z-003-05
Dave MacGillis, 1746 Woodland, thanked the City for the knowledge he has gained within the
last month.  He attended the classes for Planning, Zoning and Zoning Board of Appeals.  He
asked council to consider what they learned as far as it is a conflict of interest for Council to sit
as the ZBA.  

He asked City Council to make it a high priority to open the Community Center soon.  He
believes the city is taxing the friendship of the churches with all the uses from City Hall and
Committees.  
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PR-013-05
Helen McAllister, 1896 Lakeland, announced June 4th the Sylvan Lake Garden Club is holding a
City wide plant exchange at Memorial Park from 10 am-2 pm.  Bring your divided plants and
exchange them with someone else.  There is a rain date of June 5th.  

There were no other public comments.  Mayor Pro Tem Eriksen closed this portion opened to the 
public.

CITY MANAGER COMMENTS

Water Meters WA-004-05
Installation of the new meters is going well.  Residents are being great at setting appointment
when they come in or call City Hall.  There is one problem the DPW has been having.  The shut-
off valves at either side of the meter have been breaking.  This is the resident �s responsibility.
Martin asked everyone to check their valves to make sure they work and to inform their
neighbors also.  He will put something in the newsletter also.

Road Project S-004-05
Martin met with the engineers.  They have a two-page list.  Everyones concerns are being noted
and they will get it done right.  Martin in concerned with edge and center cracking. 

Storm Water Management SW-002-05
The Clinton Main Subwatershed is holding an open house May 26th in the morning and
afternoon.  There will be booths and tables.  They will be explaining what a watershed is.  Martin
will put something in the newsletter and on the website.

Leaf Collection P2-001-05
Martin is going to push to discontinue the spring collection.  It is very costly and time
consuming.  Residents can put their yard waste out with their garbage.  It is included in the
Rubbish contract.

No Haz M-004-05
This year the group is cutting back on collection dates.  There will only be two this year, one in
spring and one in fall.  Watch the newsletter and website where to take your household hazardous
waste.  

CITY COUNCIL COMMENTS

Lorenz welcomed Mitch Black as the new Park and Recreation Chairman.  

He reassured everyone, council is aware of all the problems with the road project and they are
holding back money.  There are legal issues they are dealing with currently.
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Dzenko thanked everyone for coming and participating and added the roads are not finalized yet. 
The warranty hasn � t started yet.  There is a two-year warranty.

Hunger thanked Dan Aldrich for his work with the C.A.R.E. group.  He also thanked Allread for
the Shuffle, Toby for the Home and Garden Tour.  He stated volunteers are the backbone of the
City.  

He acknowledged what he has learned about the cat situation and stated Oakland County had the
highest report of rabies than any other county.  He thanked Wasche for her work.

Hunger agreed with MacGillis on his comments regarding the Zoning Board of Appeals.  He
believes it warrants consideration.

He conveyed the Chief attended the study session and educated Council.  The Chief informed
Council on his take of the City.  

Eriksen stated the study session was a four hour meeting.  They are open to the public.  They
allow Council to study and discuss issues before having them on the agenda for the regular
meeting.  They also help to shorten the regular meetings so hopefully more residents will attend.

Eriksen expressed, he is impressed with the Chief and his intentions for the City and for his
enthusiasm.  

He addressed the Community Center and the complexed issue it has become.  He encouraged
everyone to work together, to find a common ground to get the center active.  

COMMUNICATIONS

  a.  Consideration to Approve Date for Annual Fireworks C5-001-05

Moved by Hunger, seconded Lorenz, to approve the Oakland County Boat Club �s request
of July 3 rd with a rain date of July 9 th to hold the annual fireworks display.

Yes: All
No:  None

MOTION CARRIED
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PR-014-05
   b.   Parks and Recreation Committee Activities and Fund Raising Updates

Mitch Black reported it is nice to be involved again.   He thanked Patty Harrop, Nancy Hunger
and Tracy Evans for work on the Beach Ball.  He recognized there is not a lot of money in the
budget and volunteers are needed to help raise money for items needed in the parks.  His
committee will be proposing to City Council their ideas they want to work toward.  He is looking
forward to a good working relationship with them.  Parks and Recreation Committee meetings
will be held the last Wednesday of each month, at 7:00 p.m. at City Hall.

He announced April 30th at 9:00 a.m., they will be having a park cleanup day.  

CC-008-05
   c. Community Center Funding Discussion and Consideration to Remediate Mold

Lorenz stated his committee has been discussing more than just the Community Center, but also
the needs of the City and funding it.  There is no quick fix.  They put together a needs assessment
report and what items need to be considered; they gave it to the City Manager, Planning
Commission and City Council.  Planning Commission unanimously recommended to remediate
the mold immediately and asked Council to consider renovating the center.  Any decision that is
made regarding the center will be put up for a vote to the residents. He hopes everyone will vote
with their heart on what they believe is best for the city and not create a divisive situation in the
city.  He would like to get the building open so it is usable.  A resolution is probably not in the
near future. It could get voted down again and then it would be another one and half years before
another plan is formed.  There is a possibility for a public hearing next month.  

Hunger would also like to see it opened.  He is concerned with the water problems and getting
them taken care of first.  He believes waterproofing is a limited guarantee.  He stressed to
consider what it really means when opening it.  Is it going to cost more once it is opened?  He
would like a public hearing.  He thanked Lorenz and his committee for their work.  

Moved by Hunger, seconded Lorenz, to hold a public hearing May 11th at 7:00 p.m. to
discuss the possibility of opening the Community Center.

Yes: All
No:  None

MOTION CARRIED

Dzenko would like to define if the water problem can be fixed before remediation.  He is in favor
of opening it.

Lorenz reviewed, Shepard Engineering did a study and established the foundation to be sound. 
There were no signs of cracking or heaving.  He explained how Mike Grasser has volunteered to 
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move the dirt around and backfill it.  He asked Martin if the sump pump is working inside the
building.  Martin confirmed it is.  

Hunger clarified what was asked of Shepard Engineering was more structural than water.  He
added drain tiles need to be in place and there are still a lot of questions unanswered.

Eriksen invited Hunger and Lorenz to Co-Chair the public hearing; to both present their sides on
what is happening.  He would like them to focus only on reopening the center without spending a
lot of money, the mold remediation and water problem.  He doesn �t want to throw good money to
bad.  Hunger and Lorenz both agreed.

R2-004-05
   d.  Consideration to Approve Memorial Day Parade Resolution

Hunger questioned what is happening with switching the parade route.  Martin replied, they are
not going to do that anymore.  They are incorporating their 50 year celebration with Michigan
Week.

Eriksen stated Sylvan Lake still doesn �t have a chairman for the parade and asked for a volunteer.

Moved by Hunger, seconded Dzenko, to approve the Memorial Day Parade Resolution as
presented.

Yes: Lorenz, Dzenko, Eriksen, Hunger
No:  None

RESOLUTION ADOPTED

  e.  Consideration to Approve Ordinance 271 - Cat Ordinance

Mayor Eriksen asked that this be reviewed with the public comments taken into consideration.

R2-005-05
  f.   Consideration to Approve Resolution Regarding Local Control of Liquor Licenses

Moved by Hunger, seconded Lorenz, to approve the Liquor License Control Resolution as
presented.

Yes:  All
No:   None

RESOLUTION ADOPTED
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    g.  DDA Update

Martin stated he spoke with McKenna and they told him there is still work which they need to do. 
He will get the process to City Council as soon as he can.  Martin hasn �t been able to get a hold
of McGee.  He might be on vacation.

Eriksen explained what he perceived from the study sessions is that City Council is all going in
the same direction regarding the Downtown Development Authority.  They see tremendous
potential and there are concerns that they have.  They will be doing some serious studying on this
within the next month.  

Hunger complimented Council for doing their homework on this issue.   It is a very complicated
issue to understand what is an advantage and what isn �t.  

Lorenz admitted when this discussion first came about he was questioning  � where is downtown
Sylvan Lake? �   Now he believes it is a good idea and now he is asking how can they make this
work for the City.

NEWSLETTER/CABLE TV INPUT

Public Hearing for Community Center reopening, water meter valves, No Haz dates and
watershed seminar.

ADJOURNMENT

Moved by Lorenz, seconded Dzenko, to adjourn the Regular City Council Meeting.  

Yes: All
No:   None

MOTION CARRIED

Meeting adjourned at 9:08 p.m.

                                                                    
Dennise Clippert, City Clerk


