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SYLVAN LAKE PLANNING COMMISSION

Minutes of the September 1, 2009 Meeting


1. CALL TO ORDER
Chairperson Menuck called meeting to order at 7:03 P.M.


2. ROLL CALL

     
PRESENT









            Michael Menuck
            Joanne Eberhardt   
            Russell Meskin
            David MacGillis
            John Martin, City Manager
            Paul Hungerman
            Aron Lorenz, Mayor
            Sharon Maurina, Mayor Pro Tem

            EXCUSED
            James Bull
                  

3. APPROVAL OF AGENDA
Moved by MacGillis, second by Maurina.
No discussion
                                                                                   Motion carried.

4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES   

A.  August 4, 2009

Moved by Meskin, seconded by Eberhardt.

No discussion.
                                                                        Motion carried.

5. MEETING OPEN TO THE PUBLIC FOR BRIEF COMMENTS
Chairperson Menuck opened the meeting to public.
Mike Zubrzycki updated and reorganized noise ordinance but has not distributed these to the Planning Commission.
Mary Ann Smith invited everyone to a morning tour to record noise levels.
Chairperson Menuck closed the meeting to public.

6. New Business
A.  Outdoor storage of vehicles
City Mgr. Martin stated this has been talked about for many months and needed to decide how to address this.  This addresses vehicles that are stored outside, covered and uncovered.  The current ordinance addresses junk vehicles (doesn’t operate, isn’t licensed, or has flat tires).  City Council members requested that this be placed on Planning Commission’s agenda, thereby putting an ordinance together.  The city’s attorney agreed that something needs to be done.  The differentiating factor regarding said vehicle is if it is parked or stored.  He further stated that considerations would need to be made for the location of vehicle.  Mayor Lorenz addressed blight issues to ensure neighborhood is one that would welcome people to move here.  Commissioner Meskin asked if “stored” vehicles are routinely checked for licensing and drivability.  City Mgr. Martin answered “yes”, they are checked.  Discussion and examples followed.  Commissioner MacGillis addressed blight ordinance and its effectiveness, along with enforcement.  Mayor Pro Tem Maurina agreed with Chairperson Menuck’s suggestion to see what surrounding communities’ ordinances state.  Mayor Lorenz stated there are volunteers to handle blight tickets to the city at no cost to the city from a legal standpoint.

B.  Time frame for Noise Ordinance to City Council
City Mgr. Martin stated City Council requested Planning Commission to give a draft ordinance at the October Council Meeting.  Commissioner MacGillis addressed noise level of airplanes that land on lake.  City Mgr. Martin stated city cannot do anything about this.


7. New Business:
A.  Noise Ordinance
Commissioner Meskin handed out a chart of noise levels (unscientific findings) documented on August 20th tour between 10:00-11:00 P.M.  Readings were taken from Mike Z.’s machine.  Included in the chart were decibels measuring low frequency tones and tones that ranged out.  Various locations were measured under several conditions.  Mayor Lorenz commented Aug. 20th was not the ideal night for a sound study because of excess natural noises.  Lengthy discussion regarding decibel benchmarks followed, including location of where reading is taken. City Mgr. Martin addressed non-natural sounds heard such as a car.  Noise ordinance in surrounding cities were sited, both industrial and residential from Mayor Lorenz including differential from the ambient.  Examples were given.

B.  Zoning Ordinance Review
City Mgr. Martin reminded everyone to go through ordinances, look at sections, and make sure ordinance matches master plan.

C. Outdoor Seating
City Mgr. addressed steps need to be taken as was with parking.  Still in process of getting information.  Needs to be ready to go in the spring.  Mayor Lorenz suggested to everyone to read through other city’s ordinances and forward ones to City Mgr. Martin ones that are concise and worthwhile to the city.





8. City Manager Comments
Tim Horton’s got building plans approved.  The property is now purchased and hopes to open in November.
Vision’s Optical had another set of plans dropped off with no information.  Sent email to them requesting various items needed.
Rewards for Recycling will start this month.  Bigger bins (3 sizes) will be for sale.

9. City Council Comments
Mayor Lorenz stated 2 members of City Council will be  meeting with the police dept. with the intended goal of discussing expectations of City Council and community.  He further discussed the goals of the Stewards of Sylvan Lake to enhance our city’s beauty, i.e. art fair to raise money.  The primary task of committee is to get a communication loop through the city through the work of volunteers.  He also stated blight ordinance was enforced regarding signage in windows at Computer Works.
Mayor Pro Tem Maurina stated it was educational sitting down with the police dept.  She will be doing some “ride alongs” with the police.  She welcomed Paul Hungerman back.

10. Planning Commission Comments
Commissioner Meskin addressed cost of repair of tennis courts - $10,000 for proper repair.  Also inquired if naming rights of Community Center could be sold – yes, if a party were interested.
Commissioner Hungerman – no comments.
Commissioner Eberhardt would like to see the seawall fixed on Pontiac Drive.  She also stated West Bloomfield is holding Sept. 26 as the date for donating “junk”.
Commissioner MacGillis addressed folding business sign usage on Orchard Lake Road.  He was told they are allowed to be out 24/7.  His concern was obstruction of traffic.  Another concern was amount of adding wordage to sign on business building.  Instead of adding wordage to building, business owner was allowed to put out folding sign.  He was told this was allowed.  He felt this signage needed to be addressed in accordance with ordinance.  City Mgr. stated this met the ordinance.  He also asked if City Council would send different people from City Council to meet with police dept.  Mayor Pro Tem Maurina answered yes.
Chairperson Menuck – no comments.


11. Adjournment
MacGillis made a motion to adjourn at 8:42 P.M., Meskin seconded it.

No discussion.





Motion carried.


   
_________________________________________________
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