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SYLVAN LAKE PLANNING COMMISSION

Minutes of the November 17, 2009 Meeting


1. CALL TO ORDER
Chairperson Menuck called meeting to order at 7:00 P.M.


2. ROLL CALL

     
PRESENT









            Michael Menuck
            Paul Hungerman
            Joanne Eberhardt   
            Russell Meskin
            David MacGillis
            James Bull
            Sharon Maurina, Mayor Pro Tem
            John Martin, City Mgr.
            Aron Lorenz, Mayor
                  

3. APPROVAL OF AGENDA
Moved by MacGillis, seconded by Meskin .
No discussion.





Motion carried.


4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES   

A.  October 6, 2009 REGULAR MEETING

Moved by MacGillis, seconded by Eberhardt 

                                                                                                Motion carried.
 

5. MEETING OPEN TO THE PUBLIC FOR BRIEF COMMENTS
Chairperson Menuck opened meeting for public comment.

Mary Ann Smith addressed the noise ordinance and doesn’t feel her particular  issue with the waterfall is a number issue, but rather a personal, emotional issue and presented documentation that addresses the noise level that does not exceed the higher decibel levels, but are truly noises of complaint that unreasonably interfere with the peace and comfort of others.

Mike Zubrzyski stated a phone call will be made to a sound engineer.
Chairperson Menuck closed meeting for public comment.

6. New Business:
None


7. Old Business:
A.  Review and Approval to send Draft Noise Ordinance to City Council
Chairperson Menuck addressed changes/input/discussion regarding the draft of the noise ordinance.
Following are individual comments or suggestions made by Planning Commissioners, including but not limited to:
1.  Commissioner Meskin addressed audio equipment in vehicles and audio amplified sound on property as separate items.  Mike Z. stated the attempt was to target vehicle stereo noise (per Farmington Hills ordinance).  Discussion followed regarding amplified sounds of all kinds and where this would be covered in ordinance.  
2.  City Mgr. Martin made it clear that a complaint need not be called in, in order for the police to address a violation of an ordinance.  Exceptions would be allowed, i.e., a block party, with permission.
3.  Time frames were addressed regarding construction, home maintenance, etc, along with consistency and decibel ranges.

A call was then placed to Steve, a sound engineer,  President of Scorefield Enterprises, Minneapolis,  consultant on noise ordinances, as well as environmental issues, who advised the city regarding their noise ordinance.  Lengthy discussion on many “noises” followed including, but not limited to:
1.  Most environmental acoustics have a problem with the differences between measured values and annoyances and taking action with something that is very clearly offensive and hard to measure.
2.  Broadband and narrow band detections/measurements were addressed.
3.  Pure tone examples were addressed, i.e. whistle, trumpet (narrow band width).  With regards to the pond water issue, the more it seems to stand out in the background, the more pure tone it is.
3.  Natural and unnatural sounds addressed.
4.  Placement of measurement addressed – restrictions not necessary as long as the position relates to someone who would be offended.
5.  Measurement of sound addressed on outside versus inside home.
6.  Some cities have list of offensive noises in ordinance.
7.  With regards to the running water/pond noise, some people may feel it’s soothing, whereas others find it annoying – difficult issue to address.
8.  Decibels addressed for various situations.
9.  Quality Sound Board consisting of five residents who go out and subjectively make a decision on whether a sound is annoying or not was addressed.

After this call ended, PC addressed changes to ordinance draft including, but not limited to:
1.  Any use where adjacent property used for residential purposes has to meet the residential limits.
2.  Again, decibel readings were discussed regarding the table drafted in ordinance.
3.  Times were addressed regarding normal sounds versus construction, mowing, etc., along with exemptions on weekdays and weekends, especially on Sunday.
4.  Misdemeanor, civil infraction, and penalty definitions regarding ordinance violations discussed.

City Mgr. Martin stated he would send noise ordinance draft to Paul, the city’s attorney and will then bring ordinance back to PC.

B.  Outdoor Storage of Vehicles
Chairperson Menuck stated he felt current ordinance was fine.  He further stated if vehicle moves, starts, is registered, and runs, it meets the criteria of ordinance.  Mayor Lorenz would like to leave this on the agenda should another issue need to be addressed.  City Mgr. Martin needs a Planning Commissioner to get basic information that would fit the city, compile it and then work with him to come up with a draft.

C.  Outdoor Seating
Again, City Mgr. Martin would like to see a Planning Commissioner work with him with information regarding outdoor seating from other municipalities and putting it all together in draft form.

D.  Zoning Ordinance Review
City Mgr. Martin stressed again for Planning Commission to look at the zoning ordinance and come up with some thoughts and ideas, along with the master plan.

8. City Manager Comments
City Mgr. Martin addressed using in-house planning to save money without using a planner.  Secondly, master plan needs to get worked on once projects are finished.  He also stated we need to come up with a sense of place for our Orchard Lake Corridor; some kind of theme or continuity, in order to make changes with businesses to show them our vision, as has been done with Valero and Tim Horton’s. Tim Horton’s will be open at end of next week.  Regarding recycling, a workshop will take place Dec. 2, 7:00 P.M. at Community Center.  He congratulated Sharon and Russell on victories in City Council.  He thanked PC for positive word out about the millage.  However, he stated this does not solve the city’s problems, but does help, with more work and saving to be done.


9. City Council Comments
Mayor Lorenz congratulated Sharon and Russell thanking Sharon for her part.  He also praised Commissioner Menuck for running meeting well keeping everything moving along with the sound ordinance.  He had same comments about millage passing as City Mgr. Martin did.
Mayor Pro Tem Maurina felt as council we owe the community a priority list and extend projections further out to later years.  Felt we had a very good start, but have a lot further to go.  Thanked everyone for welcoming her back to CC, along with thanking PC for their time because City Council does listen to their suggestions.


10. Planning Commission Comments
 Commissioner Hungerman congratulated Sharon and Russ thanking them for their service and will continue to do.  Agreed with City Mgr. Martin about ordinance review feeling it was important to incorporate issues into the master plan, i.e. Whitfield Property.
Commissioner Meskin thanked everyone and Sharon.  Commented work to be done.
Commissioner MacGillis congratulated Sharon and Russ.  Felt PC got a lot accomplished.
Vice-chairperson Bull congratulated Sharon and Russ.
Chairperson Eberhardt congratulated Sharon and Russ.  She also thanked Mike Z. for all the work he had done on noise ordinance.
Chairperson Menuck – No comments.

Charlene Zink, recording secretary, stated she will be leaving her post starting Feb. 2010 due to a new job position and will no longer have to do minutes.  Offered to do minutes in summer if need be.


11. Adjournment
MacGillis made a motion to adjourn at 9:30 P.M., Eberhardt seconded it.

No discussion.





Motion carried.


   
_________________________________________________
Charlene Zink, Sylvan Lake Planning Commission Recorder
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