
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1SYLVAN LAKE PLANNING COMMISSION

Minutes of the May 6, 2008 Meeting


1. 
CALL TO ORDER
Chairperson Knudsen called at 7:35 P.M.


2. 
ROLL CALL

     
PRESENT




EXCUSED 



     
Paul Hungerman, Mayor


John Martin, City Mgr.

Michael Menuck 



Aron Lorenz
            Rodney Knudsen
            Joanne Eberhardt   
            Russell Meskin
            David MacGillis
            James Bull

   
                      

3. 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
Moved by MacGillis, seconded by Eberhardt to approve the agenda as presented.  Discussion.  Chairperson Knudsen  requested to reverse Old and New Business and move the elections until Councilman Lorenz was present. MacGillis amended his motion to approve the agenda as amended, seconded by Eberhardt.


No discussion.
                                                                                   Motion carried.   
 

4. 
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF MAY 6, 2008 REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
Date should be changed to April 1st, not March 4.  So noted.  Moved by Meskin, seconded by Bull. 
No discussion.
                                                                                   Motion carried.


5. 
MEETING OPEN TO THE PUBLIC FOR BRIEF COMMENTS
Chairperson Knudsen opened the meeting to public.
Betty DeLaney addressed the Trail Crossing and how it would cross over Orchard Lake Road making it a safe way to cross.  She further stated that 1% of the State Transportation funds goes to non-motorized vehicles.  Discussion followed.  Chairperson Knudsen responded that Oakland County  has the jurisdiction of Orchard Lake Road.  City Mgr. Martin has been working with Oakland County and has brought things to the Planning Commission.  Commissioner Bull stated there has been some talk with regards to the Trail Crossing at the City Council level.  The last thing that was said was the Oakland County Road Commission signed off on a button activated light at that location and proceeding in that direction.  The decision to do it hasn’t been made yet because of cost figures involved.  Chairperson Knudsen pointed out there are crossing signs posted now.  Discussion followed.


Chairperson Knudsen closed meeting to public.


6. 
NEW BUSINESS
A.  Recommendation to City Council regarding Special Land Use, T-Mobile, 2629 Or. Lk. Rd. 40
Discussion/questions/comments followed.  Commissioner MacGillis asked about the height of tower.  Matt stated 80 ft.(10 ft. per story – 8 stories high), shortest site in area, average height over 120 ft.  Discussion followed.  Vidya stated the Zoning District allows for proposed height.  Battery backup use is for emergency only and would be on usually 3 hrs.  The battery is the size of a car battery.  They are stored within an outdoor cabinet – all locked and contained.  Discussion followed.  Chairperson Knudsen addressed detail on the foundation of the pole.  Matt stated they’d provide a soil test.  Discussion followed.  Vidya stated if tower collapsed, it would collapse onto itself.  Vice chairperson Menuck addressed benefit to city, which he felt it wouldn’t.  He asked if there would be an increase in value of property taxes regarding Aguafina with regards to Oakland County as improvement to his property.  Vidya stated this pole is public benefit towards high technology.  Discussion followed.  Chairperson Knudsen addressed the lease of this pole and what happens when the technology is no longer viable in the future. Further, he asked who  the decommissioning/removal responsible party would be to remove the pole.  Matt responded saying the lease is long term and T-Mobile would be responsible for decommissioning and removal.  Discussion followed of placement of pole and surrounding community.

Regarding special use, Chairperson Knudsen would like to see added if backup generation was added to the site, and that the normal testing would be done Mon.-Fri. 8:00 A.M.-5:00 P.M.  Further, if back up generation was used for emergency outages, that generator be required to be the quietest available in that size and class required.  Vidya suggested that these conditions be applicable to future co-locators.  Chairperson Knudsen would propose this on the site.  

Commissioner Meskin moved to recommend  City Council  approve the special land use request for T-Mobile use of 2629 Orchard Lake Road for the installation of a stealth monopole and utility structure.  Chairperson Knudsen added the amendment that emergency generation normal testing would be 8:00 A.M.- 5:00 P.M. Monday through Friday and the backup generation would be the lowest noise generation for that engine size.  Discussion followed.  Meskin moved the amendment as an addition that emergency generation normal testing would be 8:00 A.M.- 5:00p.m. Monday through Friday and the backup generation would be the lowest noise generation for that engine size.  Seconded by Bull.
No discussion.





Motion carried.

B. Site Plan Review:  T-Mobile, Stealth Monopole at 2629 Orchard Lake Rd.
Vidya suggested that the city request a performance guaranty that insured that screen wall, fencing, and landscaping work be done around the tower.  This is in the plan.  Discussion followed.

Moved by Meskin, seconded by Eberhardt, to approve the Site Plan for 2629 Orchard Lake Road, for T-Mobile’s installation of a stealth monopole and utility structure, contingent upon approval of the Special Land Use Request by the Sylvan Lake City Council


No discussion.





Motion carried.
  
C.  Recommendation to City Council:  Code amendment – Zoning Board of Appeals
MacGillis moved to recommend City Council approve the proposed text amendment Code of Ordinances, Chapter 78, Article II Division 3, Zoning Board of Appeals.  Seconded by Bull.
No discussion.





Motion carried.


7. 
Old Business
A. Window Sign Regulation
Vidya stated this will be addressed at the next Public Hearing in June, per City Mgr. Martin

B.  Ground Sign 
Vidya stated this will be addressed at the next Public Hearing in June, per City Mgr. Martin.  Commissioner Meskin asked about different types of ground signs regarding the base/possibly making two posts.  Vidya stated the ordinance amendment proposes the signs need to have a masonry base.  She wasn’t sure if it was safe that the masonry base has to be continuous throughout the entire length of the sign. It would not exclude somebody from putting in two brick pillars and placing a sign on top of it.  Discussion followed.

C.  Architectural Standards
Vidya stated this would be addressed at the next Public Hearing in June, per City Mgr. Martin.

D.  Landscape structures
None

E.  Total lot coverage
None




8. 
ELECTION OF OFFICERS
Chairperson Knudsen opened up nominations for Chair and Vice-chair.  City Mayor Hungerman nominated Michael Menuck for Chairperson.  Commissioner Jim Bull seconded it.  Commissioner MacGillis nominated Rodney Knudsen for Chairperson.  Commissioner Eberhardt seconded it.  Discussion followed.  Michael Menuck was elected for Chairperson.  


9. 
Former Chairperson Knudsen opened up nominations for Vice-chair.  Commissioner Eberhardt nominated Rodney Knudsen.  Chairperson Menuck nominated James Bull, Former Chairperson Knudsen seconded it.  James Bull was elected Vice-chairperson.


10. 
CITY MANAGER COMMENTS
None (due to absence).


11. 
CITY COUNCIL COMMENTS
Mayor Hungerman addressed architectural standards for Orchard Lake Corridor and using them in the residential areas.  He stated this isn’t a good idea based on his view that one of the things about Sylvan Lake that he likes is the variety of types and styles of homes.  He felt the standards would encourage the homes to be more “alike”.


12. 
PLANNING COMMISSION COMMENTS
Commissioner Meskin asked about new traffic lights along Orchard Lake.
Commissioner Eberhardt thanked Rodney for his service as Chairperson.  Congratulated and thanked Michael for his service as Vice-chairperson and being elected to Chairperson.
Commissioner MacGillis thanked Rodney for a great job as Chairperson.  Positive comment on the trails and crossing over Orchard Lake.  He viewed T-Mobile site area, stating that further down the area looks like a dump zone and will call the ordinance officer about that. 
Commissioner Knudsen stated he would like getting the crossing at Inverness cut through the planting area and get to the cross walk and improve the crosswalks throughout the village.  Further, he’d like to address the sidewalk ordinance.
Vice-chairperson Bull thanked Rodney for his year of service.  Felt a lot was accomplished at this meeting.  Stated he looks forward to future meetings.
Chairperson Menuck thanked Rodney for his service.  Thanked everyone else for electing him as Chairperson.  


11. ADJOURNMENT
      Knudsen made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:25 P.M. Bull seconded it.
      No discussion.                                                        
Motion carried.
 
 
_________________________________________________
Charlene Zink, Sylvan Lake Planning Commission Recorder


