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SYLVAN LAKE PLANNING COMMISSION

Minutes of the July 7, 2009 Meeting


1. CALL TO ORDER
Chairperson Menuck called meeting to order at 7:00 P.M.


2. ROLL CALL
     
PRESENT









            Michael Menuck
            Joanne Eberhardt
            John Martin, City Manager
            James Bull
            Aron Lorenz, Mayor
            Sharon Maurina, Mayor Pro Tem
            David MacGillis
            Russell Meskin
                  

3. APPROVAL OF AGENDA
Moved by Lorenz, seconded by Bull .

No discussion.





Motion carried.


4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES   

A.  June 2, 2009 REGULAR MEETING 

Moved by Bull, seconded by Maurina.


No discussion.





Motion carried.

5. MEETING OPEN TO THE PUBLIC FOR BRIEF COMMENTS
Chairperson Menuck opened meeting for public comment.
Mike Zubrzycki thanked Planning Commission for putting the Noise Ordinance on the agenda.  He furthered explained the draft submitted for the noise ordinance was modeled after the City of Farmington Hills noise ordinance with additional input for other issues affecting Sylvan Lake.  Levels included in ordinance were referenced from the U.S. EPA documented in 1974.  

The following residents of Sylvan Lake addressed their personal concerns to the Planning Commission in support of a noise ordinance:
Mike Rammel, Jim Smith and Mary Ann Smith, Roy Chestnut
Their concerns included a car motor and exhaust, man-made waterfall running during the late evening and early morning hours, and outdoor amplification.

Mike Zubrzycki then contributed his findings regarding noise levels during the   nighttime hours from the World Health Organization documentation published in 1999.  He stated he had purchased a sound level meter.  Discussion followed. Chairperson Menuck closed meeting for public comment.


6. New Business:
None


7. Old Business:
A.  Noise Ordinance
City Mgr. Martin addressed document placed before Planning Commission is the proposed document in whole from Mike Z.  He further stated the current nuisance ordinance is quite short – about 5 sentences.  He went on to state we need an ordinance that is measurable.  Commissioner MacGillis inquired if the city was prepared to buy a type of sound meter device.  Chairperson Menuck added the necessity of training someone to use sound meter with relation to distances, amplifications, and directions.  City Mgr. Martin suggested the Planning Commission go through the document and discuss pros and cons of the ordinance itself without regard to the possible cost.  It would be up to City Council to approve the ordinance and related costs.  He further stated training (for the city’s police force) would be included upon purchase of a meter.  Estimated cost of sound meter:  $500.00 (prices vary according to circumstances).  Discussion continued regarding necessity of meter and funding the device, along with inclusions and exemptions in ordinance. Mayor Pro Tem Maurina addressed nuisance and noise ordinances be separate from each – Chairperson Menuck agreed.  More discussion followed.  Mayor Lorenz addressed importance of agreement regarding the “table document” of noise levels at certain times.  Examples of measurement were demonstrated at meeting.  Chairperson Menuck addressed industrial vs. residential applications.  City Mgr. Martin said it would address both.  
 
Points of importance addressed were:
1.  How measurements are taken with regards to location.
2.  Construction services, lawn care and maintenance, and city services start/finish times.
3.  Exceptions
4.  Enforcement/penalties

Commissioner Eberhardt inquired whether odors and lighting glare be included in this ordinance.  Chairperson Menuck felt this ordinance should regard sound only.  All agreed.  City Mgr. Martin complimented Mike Z. for a job well done putting this ordinance together.  Mayor Lorenz inquired should basic “nuts and bolts” be brought before City Council.  City Mgr. Martin felt this was a good idea, but not at this time.

B.  Zoning Ordinance Review
City Mgr. Martin stated Planning Commission needs to look at Zoning Ordinance to start incorporating items done on Master Plan so we can enforce them.



C.  Outdoor Seating
City Mgr. Martin has gotten other communities’ city ordinances to review.  He’s currently working on a draft.  He further stated by the time city got the ordinance through all of the required stations, the summer would be over. For that reason, he spoke with local businesses that were requesting outdoor seating and gave them permission.

8. City Manager Comments
1.  Visions Optical – Has put in calls to the architect and received a drawing (not a true site plan) to get an idea.  He followed with a response and is waiting for their reply.  He then sent an email to the property owner to encourage them to send something in to allow them to get going.
2.  Tim Hortons – moving forward.  The engineering review was completed and approved last week.  Currently working on construction drawings, hoping to open in November.
3.  He met with a gentleman who is going to open an Italian restaurant where The Lodge used to be in the Loading Dock.
4.  Positive comments regarding the allowance of temporary signs along Orchard Lake Road.
5.  Asked for thoughts from Planning Commission on fireworks.
  

9. City Council Comments
Mayor Lorenz encouraged attendance at City Council meeting.  Topics of discussion will be Oakland County Sheriff’s proposal and milage question that will be on the November ballot.  He addressed the current reduced values of houses and how it could affect the city’s revenue.
Mayor Pro Tem Maurina  felt Sunday night was not a good night for the fireworks unless they fall prior to the 4th.


10. Planning Commission Comments
Commissioner Eberhardt complimented Mike Z. on his ordinance research.  She felt the fireworks were great. 
Commissioner Meskin felt the fireworks were great.  He inquired if the taxes were a 1 or 3 year rolling average to determine evaluation.  City Mgr. Martin stated it was 2.  He further stated the Oakland County Sheriff’s discussion was quite informative.
Commissioner MacGillis had an excellent seat and thought they were awesome, best fireworks in 25 years.  He complimented Mike Z. on the ordinance.  He felt temporary signs (quite numerous) were a little too much.
Vice-chairperson Bull thought fireworks were great.  He complimented Mike Z. on ordinance.
Commissioner Menuck felt the fireworks were pretty good.  He didn’t care for the barge’s location because one couldn’t see the fireworks through the trees at the Community Center location.




11. Adjournment
Bull made a motion to adjourn at 8:15 P.M., Menuck seconded it.

No discussion.





Motion carried.


   
_________________________________________________
Charlene Zink, Sylvan Lake Planning Commission Recorder
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