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SYLVAN LAKE PLANNING COMMISSION

Minutes of the August 4, 2009 Meeting


1. CALL TO ORDER
Chairperson Menuck called meeting to order at 7:03 P.M.


2. ROLL CALL
     
PRESENT









            Michael Menuck
            Joanne Eberhardt
            James Bull
            Aron Lorenz, Mayor
            Russell Meskin
            Paul Hungerman

            EXCUSED
            John Martin, City Mgr.
            Sharon Maurina, Mayor Pro Tem
            David MacGillis
                  

3. APPROVAL OF AGENDA
Moved by Meskin, seconded by Lorenz.

No discussion.





Motion carried.


4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES   

A.  July 7, 2009 REGULAR MEETING 

Moved by Lorenz, seconded by Meskin.


No discussion.





Motion carried.

5. MEETING OPEN TO THE PUBLIC FOR BRIEF COMMENTS
Chairperson Menuck opened meeting for public comment.
Mary Ann Smith presented a study to Planning Commission done at her house on August 1, 2009 from Kolano and Saha Engineers, Inc.   This study included sound level measurements along with an article regarding sleep loss and its effect on one’s health.  This study was done in accordance with the proposed noise ordinance.  Mary Ann furthered explained where sound levels were taken after 12:00 A.M.  These findings were documented in her handout.
Mike Zubrzycki stated a revised noise ordinance was given out prior to meeting.  The “nuisance” portion was deleted.  He further stated he received a letter from a resident, Dan Louis.  In his letter, he supported the noise ordinance.  Mike welcomed Commissioner Hungerman back.



Steve Miller voiced concern that the ordinance did not address generators regarding a downtime schedule during sleeping hours, with the exception of medical equipment use and sump pumps.
Commissioner Menuck closed meeting to public comment.

6. New Business:
None


7. Old Business:
A.  Noise Ordinance
Commissioner Eberhardt addressed items from Mike that were interesting to note.  In Guidelines for Community Noise (1996), it stated for a good night’s sleep, the equivalent sound level should not exceed 30 decibels for continuous background noise; an individual noise event exceeding 45 decibels should be avoided.  Discussion followed regarding decibel levels of general noise. 
 
Commissioner Meskin questioned if Mary Ann Smith’s concern would be regarded as a nuisance, also.  Discussion followed.  Chairperson Menuck stated this was a noise ordinance – discussing sound only.  

Commissioner Hungerman addressed decibel levels of air conditioners and questioned whether this would be in violation of ordinance.  Discussion followed regarding generators with regards to emergency use, along with the use of air conditioners which are accessories we are allowed to use.

Mike Zubrzycki stated exceptions needed to be added to noise ordinance.  

Further discussion included:  (input from all of Planning Commission, including Mike Zubrzycki)

1.  Generator use for medical emergency vs. non-emergency generator use during sleeping hours.  Another point was summer vs. winter use (mainly keeping house heated during winter).

2.  Decibel readings from 10:00 P.M. until 7:00 A.M.  Mayor Lorenz supported decibel number guidelines Mike proposed in ordinance.  Chairperson Menuck voiced his concern regarding proposed decibel number guidelines.  Vice-chairperson Bull pointed out residents who live near Telegraph would have a higher background decibel reading.  Chairperson Menuck further pointed out residents who lived near the fast food restaurants with the outdoor speakers through the drive-thru would also have higher decibel background readings.  Mike further explained the importance of measuring the change over the ambient sound.  This measurement is more effective and would determine if said “noise” was a disturbance.



3.  Benchmark settings regarding daytime noise vs. nighttime noise.  Discussion followed reasonable settings.  Suggested settings were discussed for various times and areas during the day.

4.  Location needs to be established as to where measurement would be taken.

5.  Commissioner Hungerman suggested going out within city and taking measurements of sound levels.   “Field trip” to be held on August 20, 2009 starting at 10:00 P.M. at the Community Center.  Mike will provide sound meter.

6.  Deviation from the ambient levels of more than 10 decibels.

B.  Zoning Ordinance Review
None 

C.  Outdoor Seating
None


8. City Manager Comments
None
 

9. City Council Comments
Mayor Lorenz addressed complaints of people storing cars under tarps and not moving their cars.  Feels there will be a request from City Council to create an ordinance for storage of vehicles in their driveway.  Secondly, he has sent an email out encouraging residents to become a “steward” of Sylvan Lake with regards to improvement of city through fundraisers, communication with residents, and the like.  Meeting will be held on Aug. 11, 7-9 P.M.
 

10. Planning Commission Comments
Vice-chairperson Bull – no comment.
Commissioner Meskin – welcomed Paul Hungerman back.
Commissioner Eberhardt – welcomed Paul Hungerman back.  
Commissioner Hugerman – glad to be back.  He would like to see noise ordinance put together will little difficulty.
Chairperson Menuck – no comment.


11. Adjournment
Bull made a motion to adjourn at 8:16 P.M., Eberhardt seconded it.

No discussion.





Motion carried.


   
_________________________________________________
Charlene Zink, Sylvan Lake Planning Commission Recorder
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