
CITY OF SYLVAN LAKE
ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS

MARCH 8, 2006

A Special Meeting of the Sylvan Lake City Council, sitting as the Zoning Board of
Appeals, was held on Wednesday, March 8, 2006, opening at 7:50 p.m. at the Sylvan
Lake Lutheran Church, 2399 Figa, West Bloomfield Twp., with Mayor Lorenz presiding.

Present: Conkey, Eriksen, Hunger, Hungerman, Lorenz Z-001-06
Absent: None
Also Present:  City Manager Martin, Clerk Clippert and City Attorney Bibeau
Petitioner: Thomas Moore
Property:   1859 Warwick
Zoning Ordinance Sections: Sec 78-296 p. CD78: 55

In accordance with the provisions of the Zoning Ordinance, a Public Hearing was held by
the Zoning Board of Appeals at the request of the petitioners, to grant a variance from the
zoning ordinance to allow the construction of an enclosed front porch at 1859 Warwick.
The zoning ordinance requires a residence to be at least 30 feet from the property line. 
The petitioner is seeking approval to construct an enclosed front porch. The front porch
will be 28.3 feet from the front property line, requiring a variance of 1.7 feet.

All property owners within 300 feet of the parcel in question having been duly notified of
the hearing; Mayor Lorenz opened the hearing. 

Thomas Moore, owner of the property, explained his current porch is not usable when it
rains and the furniture is hard to get around because of the small size porch.  He would
like to extend the porch and enclose it.

Conkey noted there have been a lot of similar requests.  He explained Council can �t start
a precedent approving his.  He suggested maybe looking at the ordinance since they are
receiving so many requests. 

Eriksen stated the problem is the petitioner is wanting to enclose the porch and then it
can become any kind of room.  Martin clarified he is only allowed to go 1.3 feet.  The
ordinance doesn �t allow a roof to extend more than 5 feet.  He has to follow set back
rules.  Eriksen suggested putting the porch off the back where is has more room. 

Lorenz likes Moore �s idea.  He agrees it gives a neighborly feeling.  He believes
Planning Commission should look at this.  He explained he can �t in good faith grant this
variance because he has no practical difficulty. 

Hunger asked if petitioners are provided guidelines when they apply for a variance. 
Martin explained it is a three page application with guidelines on it explaining a practical
difficulty.  Hunger agreed they should address this because of the number requests they
are getting.
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Mayor Lorenz open the hearing to the public.  

There were no comments.

Moved by Hunger, seconded Eriksen, to approve the variance request for 1859
Warwick

Yes:   None
No:     All

VARIANCE DENIED

 
Dennise Clippert, Clerk


