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CITY OF SYLVAN LAKE
REGULAR MEETING
SEPTEMBER 14, 2005

A Regular Meeting of the Sylvan Lake City Council was held on Wednesday, September
14, 2005, Sylvan Lake Lutheran Church, 2399 Figa, West Bloomfield Twp., opening at 8:14 p.m.
Mayor Conkey presided over the Pledge of Allegiance.

Present: Lorenz, Conkey, Eriksen (8:40 p.m.), Hunger
Absent: None
Also Present: City Manager Martin, Clerk Clippert and City Attorney Bibeau

APPROVAL OF AGENDA

Hunger requested Item 10C be delayed until Eriksen arrives.  Mayor Conkey switched item 10H
with 10C.  

Moved by Lorenz, seconded Hunger, to approve the City Council Agenda for September
14, 2005, as amended.

Yes: All
No:  None

MOTION CARRIED

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Moved by Lorenz, seconded Hunger, to approve the following minutes as submitted:

August 10, 2005 - Regular Meeting
August 23, 2005 - Special Meeting

Yes: All
No:  None

MOTION CARRIED

APPROVAL OF DISBURSEMENTS

Moved by Lorenz, seconded Hunger, to approve the voucher report for September
totaling $232,132.29

 Aug Payroll $ 51,536.96  Check #'s 9530-9575
Accts Pay-Aug/Sept    178,138.88  Check # �s 40418-40502
Auto Debits     2,456.45

        $  232,132.29

Yes: All
 No: None MOTION CARRIED
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ACCEPTANCE OF REPORTS

Hunger expressed his and many residents disappointment in the consistency of ordinance
enforcement.  Martin stated the Chief is supposed to be here and they should discuss this with
him when he does get here.  He reminded them he wrote 79 violations last month and there is
another officer handling the violations now.  She has written a lot of violations this month.  

Mayor Conkey received the Public Works Department and the City Attorney's reports for the
month of August 2005 and the Police Report for July 2005, and asked that they be placed on file. 

BRIEF PUBLIC COMMENTS FOR ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA

Mayor Conkey opened the meeting to the public.

Dave MacGills, 1746 Woodland, urged City Council to do something with the Community
Center or find a new place for the Planning Commission to meet.  The last three out of four
meetings, the Greater Harvest Church forgot about them and they had to have the meeting at City
Hall, which is to small.

He again requested council to consider the separation of City Council and the Zoning Board of
Appeals.  He has requested this for the last three meetings.  They were taught it is a conflict of
interest.

MacGillis is disappointed in council not coming to an agreement for the appointment to City
Council.  He believes personal agendas are getting in the way and should not be apart of City
Council.  

There were no other comments.

Mayor Conkey closed this portion opened to the public.

CITY MANAGER COMMENTS

Community Center CC-017-05
Martin has gotten two bids for mold remediation and he did get another today.  Another company
is expected to bid also.  Once he gets that last one he will be forwarding the information to Mary
Dawson who has agreed to organize the information on a spreadsheet to compare everything.
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Water Meters
Martin thanked all who done their meters.  There are around 100 to go still.  

Streets/Drainage S-007-05
Martin stated a meeting was scheduled with the Engineers and Oakland Excavating for Tuesday,
but unfortunately one of their engineers was killed in the I-275 accident.  The meeting has been
rescheduled for tomorrow.  They haven �t forgotten all the things out there. City Council recently
met with the Engineers for a couple hours to work out things.  Everyone was in agreement and
they are going after the contractor to get the job done to their satisfaction.  

CITY COUNCIL COMMENTS

Lorenz thanked everyone who e-mailed him regarding the street/drainage problems.  He
forwarded them to Martin.  

He doesn � t have an issue with the separation of the Zoning Board of Appeals.  He suggested
putting it in the newsletters that we need volunteers for ZBA members.  They will need training
first.  The zoning ordinance will have to be changed to allow residents other than City Council to
sit on the Zoning Board.  It may be a six month process.  

He recognized the city is facing tough issues and asked everyone to maintain a calm attitude.  

Hunger is for the separation of the Zoning Board of Appeals also and would like to start talking
about it.  

On the City Council appointment Hunger is equally disappointed.  

He thanked Mary Dawson for taking on the Community Center mold remediation project with
the spreadsheet.  It will be very challenging.  

He announced he was very pleased with the street/drainage meeting and feels they are all on the
same page.  He is confident it is going to go their way.

Hunger thanked all the residents who expressed their concern for Nancy.  She had a miss-
diagnosed virus that attacked her heart.  They appreciated the cards, food, thoughts and love.  

Conkey also agrees with the separation of the Zoning Board of Appeals but would want to
require mandatory training.  He suggested asking the Planning Commission members since they
have already gone through the training.  
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He too was troubled with no appointment to City Council.  

He commented on the events in New Orleans and would like to see the City adopt a written plan
for disaster preparedness.  Martin explained, on any big situation such as that, Oakland County
Emergency Management would bypass local units. 

COMMUNICATIONS
PR-031-05

  a. Consideration to Ban Glass in Ferndale and Lakeview Parks

Lorenz requested this go before Planning Commission so they can come up with an ordinance.

Martin clarified it would be a park policy not an ordinance, but City Council can still ask
Planning Commission for their recommendation.  

Hunger agreed it is a good idea.  Lorenz would like some group to discuss it and put something
together.  

Bibeau reminded them to keep in mind there is more than just beer that glass is used for and to
make sure what they are addressing is what they are intending to address.

Martin asked if they are looking for anything in specific.  Lorenz would like to see what they
come up with.  He would like to see the Parks and Recreation Committee partake in this.  

Patty Harrop suggested while updating the park policy to address a minimum age requirement on
children left unattended in the park.   

Eriksen came in at 8:40 p.m.

   b. Update on Parks and Recreation Committee PR-032-05

Mitch Black discussed some changes that could be made for next year with the Park Ranger and
parks.  He would like to allow the rangers to sell boat stickers and park tags at the beach, allow
kayaks to launch at the  � no mooring �  area, so they don �t have to wait in line with boats.  He
would like to check on the liability of kids at the beach by themself.  He would like to define
what a resident is and suggested using ID cards instead of park tags and asked council to consider
purchasing a liner for the skate area.  It would be approximately $300.  He would like to start 
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utilizing the park more in the winter with skate nights, bonfires and such.   He would like to see
more police presence in the parks.

He believes the treatment to each of the fund raising groups should be handled the same across
the board.  If one committee is receiving city labor then all committees should.  The discussion
has been no city funds are to be used for the restroom project.  Then no city funds should be used
for the Home and Garden Tour and or any other committee.  

Conkey likes the idea of the kayaks at the Community Center and building a rack to store them. 
He agreed with using city funds should be enforced across the board unilaterally.

Lorenz discussed Black �s thought on allowing the park rangers to sell park passes.  

He clarified, money has been spent on removing the pumps already.  

He believes the treatment of funds used for each committee has been unilaterally enforced all
along.  

P1-015-05
Eriksen discussed police presence, enforcement and backup for the Park Rangers.  He is very
disappointed with the police department with the code enforcement.  

Lorenz added that they should be writing less tickets on Telegraph and spending more time in the
city.

Chief Jehle asked Council to forgive his appearance he explained he just came from the gym.  He
informed them July was a down month.  In August there was heavy enforcement.  He stated 90%
of the tickets issued on Telegraph are from the midnight shift.  

Eriksen asked why only one officer is doing code enforcement instead of them all doing it.  They
all drive around the city and they have to see the violations a number of times.  Jehle believes the
way he is doing this now is more effective; having one officer dedicated to just this.  He doesn �t
believe ordinance enforcement is important.  His officers don �t sign up to do enforcement.  He
reminded them it is being done now.  Eriksen stated a millage can �t be proposed until residents
are satisfied that the $350,000 that we are spending is for them, not Telegraph and Orchard Lake
Road. Jehle asked if the safety on Orchard Lake Road impacts the City.  He explained there is
only one officer on duty at a time and they have to handle the businesses, patrol the city, talk to
the residents, patrol Telegraph (James K is part of the City).  They can � t be everywhere all the
time.  Last month he spent 20 hours running radar in the city and only had to issue two tickets.  

Eriksen explained the City has a weed, junk and building code which he expects the police to
enforce.  He is getting many complaints from residents.

Sharon Hughes interjected it is good that the police are patrolling Orchard Lake Road and
Telegraph because there are a lot of un-licensed drivers and people with suspensions.  
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Hunger expressed, quantitative results is not necessarily the bottom the line.  Presence is a big
thing.  It may be because the Chief was there running radar that made people slow down.  He
agreed he is also getting a lot of complaints regarding code enforcement.  

Lorenz is concerned with the attitude that this is not in a police officers job description and that
extra employees should be hired to get this job done.  He keeps hearing how much money they
need, but he would like to know how much can they save.  He has also been getting questions of
why are two officers in a car.  The Chief explained the second officer in a car is usually him.  He
is training officers.  He explained there is limited funds for limited training.  Even veteran
officers have to be trained.  He can �t send an officer out on the streets without training them first. 
He explained they are bringing in revenue for breath tests and car impounds, but they are not a
revenue generating entity.  

Lorenz shared he has been asked why another officer couldn �t write ordinance violations after
Officer Nelson was injured.  In this day an age we all have to multi-task.  He understands they
may be mundane tasks that normal, bigger department don �t have to do, but in this city this is
what they have to do.  

The Chief explained when they are on patrol they are looking  for safety issues, such as speeding,
secured property and who is in the city.  That is what they are trained for.  He believes the city is
safe and secure because they are doing their job.  They are like an insurance policy.  You
appreciate them when you need them.  

Hunger agreed the residents are paying for the police department to enforce the ordinances.  This
is what they want.  

Conkey is concern with the lack of police patrol in the park.  He only sees the Chief there when
he �s on his bike.  He believes their presence there is important.  

Eriksen reviewed changes have to be made.  The police department has to sell themselves to the
residents.  He is disturbed with all the complaints he is getting.

The Chief stated the enforcement is being handled now and the officer is getting compliance.  He
asked council to wait a couple months to see the change.  He explained every ticket that is issued
for an ordinance violation, takes an officer off the street for an hour.  

The Mayor opened the meeting for pubic comment with the Chief.

Dan Aldrich, 2191 Avondale, questioned where the radar trailer is and why they aren �t utilizing
the equipment they have.  The Chief replied, the trailer is in the garage and is not being used
because there isn �t speeding going on.  

Betty Delaney expressed the police force is doing an excellent job. She suggested moving public
comment to the end of the agenda. 
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Delaney commented on Mitch Black �s comments regarding the photo ID instead of a park tag. 
She is not in favor of this.  There are times when her kids come to visit in the evening and she
has already been at the park and doesn �t want to go again.  She gives her tag to them.  She
doesn � t believe she needs to be with them all the time. 

Dave MacGillis believes if the police start issuing violations they will start to get less because
everyone will know it is going to be enforced, but if they see their neighbor getting away with
something then they think I can too.  It should level off after awhile.  

Mitch Black thinks priorities need to be adjusted.  He would rather hirer another officer to do
code enforcement and cut the leaf program.  

Lorenz asked the Chief how Officer Nelson is doing.  The Chief stated her face is good now,
there is a possibility of surgery on her knee still.  It will be the first of year before she is working
again.  Lorenz wishes her well.

Conkey acknowledged the  � open comment �  section is a dilemma.  Council has discussed this
before.  The problem with putting it at the end is they don �t get to speak until after issues have
already been discussed and voted on.  

He also agrees the police are doing a good job.  He is still concerned that more ordinance
enforcement is needed.  The Chief reminded him there is a cost for everything and it is a fine line
to balance.   If everyone of the officers are focusing on ordinance violations then they are not
focused on keeping the city safe.  Police presence is huge.  He doesn �t believe keeping the city
looking good should be at the cost of the safety of the residents.  They are trained to patrol and
prevent crime.  Ordinance enforcement should be separated.  His goal is to keep this a very safe
community.  He just raised enough donations to get new vests for all the full time officers.  He
explained again that the police department is insurance.  You hate paying the bill until you really
need them.

Eriksen stated his position is the police department needs to help sell themselves.  So when they
ask for a millage they can get one passed successfully.

Lorenz asked the Chief if volunteers could help with the code enforcement.  The Chief replied he
is in favor of it.  Anything to reduce the burden on his officers.  Martin interjected that would be
the City Manager �s decision.  It is a difficult thing to consider because residents would be going
out and making enemies of their neighbors.  
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F-003-05 R2-013-05

   c.      Consideration to Approve Resolution to Sell Stock Shares with Phoenix Companies

Martin explained the city received a noticed showing stock shares.  He is not sure where it came
from.  The City used to have an insurance policy with Phoenix Mutual and possibly it is extra
money left in the account after closing it.  It is against the City �s Investment Policy to invest in
stock and he was told Council would have to approve authorizing him and the Clerk/Treasurer to
make the sale.

Moved by Lorenz, seconded Hunger, to approve the resolution to sell stock with the
Phoenix Companies and authorize the City Manager and Clerk to execute the sale.

Yes: Conkey, Eriksen, Hunger, Lorenz
No:   None

RESOLUTION ADOPTED

P2-004-05
  d.  Consideration to eliminate Spring Leaf Collection

Martin explained with the financial situation the city is in, he would like to eliminate the spring
leaf collection.  He would tell the residents now so they could clean up their yard better this fall.  

Hunger believes it would be a really big savings for the city.  

Eriksen reviewed the idea is to protect the Garage and Rubbish millage from having to increase
it.  

Conkey is favor of this as long as the residents are notified.  

Lorenz agreed also, adding residents are already paying for their leaves to be picked up as part of
the yard waste collection in the garage and rubbish contract.

Moved by Hunger, seconded Lorenz, to support the City Manager �s decision to eliminate
the spring leaf collection.

Yes: All
No:   None

MOTION CARRIED
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   e. Review of Road Right of Way Policy S-008-05

Martin outlined the policy and some recommended changes that Planning Commission has been
discussing.  Council discussed the parking areas and who would be grandfathered and who must
come into compliance.  

Lorenz stated two years ago violators were notified they were in non-compliance.  He is not for
enforcing on half the city and not the other half.

Hunger warned to be sensitive with this because of the number of households this would impact. 
It could be very costly to them and costly to the city with using the City Attorney.  

Conkey suggested finding out how many household this would affect.  

Eriksen believes it is an aesthetics issue and he would like to hold a public hearing.  Conkey
wants to get the numbers effected by this first and have council discuss the direction they want to
go in.  

Martin will work on counting them even though he has many other things going on with his job.  
He referred back to the Chief �s comments on they can �t be looking at everything at once and
would appreciate lessening the burden on them.    He wasn �t happy with this comment. 
Everyone at City Hall wears many hats and we wish we didn � t have to, but we are a small city
and we have to do what needs to be done.

A-003-05
   f.      Consideration to Approve Social Security Number Privacy Policy

Moved by Eriksen, seconded Lorenz, to approve the Social Security Number Privacy
Policy as presented.  

Yes: All
No:   None

MOTION CARRIED

   g. Update on Master Plan and Survey ZP-016-05

Eriksen questioned if Council was going to have input on the survey.  He didn �t like the question
on the Community Center for renovation because we don �t know yet if it can be renovated.  He
believes the question shouldn � t be on the survey.  
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Conkey suggested he attend a Planning Commission meeting.  Martin stated he could do that, but
it will come before City Council.  

   h.     Discussion of Restroom Facilities at Ferndale Park PR-033-05

Patty Harrop explained she looked at trying to cut cost and looked into recycling the brick from
the pump house.  She spoke with nine companies and no one would take that small amount or
come and look at it.  She understands over the next couple of weeks the pump house will be
taken down.

Eriksen reviewed that a footprint was approved and he is inferring that it is ok that they have a
volunteer to take it down.  Martin explained, Jack Hunger, Sr. has volunteered to taken it down
and cap the electrical for future use.  

Conkey doesn �t believe it is prudent now.  They still don �t have a plan and costs for a new
building and maintenance costs.  

Harrop explained the only reason she hasn �t moved forward is because she was scared she would
do a lot more work and it would still be standing there.  She can �t put up something new with
that there.  She can � t get hard numbers if she doesn �t know if the building is coming down or if it
is suppose to be on a new spot.  

Conkey doesn �t believe whether the building is there or not should determine what the cost of a
new structure would be.  

Hunger was under the understanding that the City Manager has the authority to say take it down,
he is just looking for a consensus.  

Martin explained why he thought it was a good idea to do this.  Late fall is a good time to do
something like this in the park.  There is no activity in the park.  They have already been told the
structure would be put up at no cost using volunteers and now they can get it removed through
volunteer efforts, at no cost.  If they wait until spring they will be getting the park ready to use. 
He is not sure what they are going to find with the demolition.  The more work that can be
completed this fall, the better the chance of getting the new structure done for early summer.
Also a section of water main will still have to be removed, which has also been volunteered.  It
doesn �t serve any purpose but to cover up the porta john �s which will be removed soon.  Martin
would like consensus on this.  

Conkey said it is ok then.

Bibeau explained City Council has authority on city property.  They can delegate that to the City
Manager.  
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Conkey stated if they are going to vote on it then he it not for it. He clarified he does want the
restroom built, but he wants to see costs first.

Moved by Hunger, seconded Eriksen, to give the City Manager, John Martin, the
authority to tear down the pump house at no cost to the city.  

Yes: Hunger, Eriksen
No: Conkey, Lorenz

MOTION FAILED

NEWSLETTER AND CABLE INPUT

There was no input.

ADJOURNMENT

Moved by Lorenz, seconded Eriksen, to adjourn the regular City Council Meeting.

Yes:  All
No:    None

MOTION CARRIED

The meeting was adjourned at 10:41 p.m.

                                                                    
Dennise Clippert, City Clerk


