
1

CITY OF SYLVAN LAKE
REGULAR MEETING
DECEMBER 14, 2005

A Regular Meeting of the Sylvan Lake City Council was held on Wednesday, December
14, 2005, Sylvan Lake Lutheran Church, 2399 Figa, West Bloomfield Twp., opening at 8:46 p.m.
Mayor Pro Tem Conkey presided over the Pledge of Allegiance.

     Present: Brad Conkey, Rick Eriksen, Jack Hunger Jr, Paul Hungerman
     Absent: Aron Lorenz (excused)
     Also Present: City Manager Martin, Clerk Clippert and City Attorney Bibeau

APPROVAL OF AGENDA

Moved by Eriksen, seconded Hunger, to approve the City Council Agenda for December
14, 2005, as presented.

Yes: All
No:  None

MOTION CARRIED

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Moved by Eriksen, seconded Hunger, to approve the following  minutes, as submitted:

November 9, 2005 - ZBA for 2451 OLR, Public Hearing for CDBG, Regular Meeting
November 29, 2005 - Study Session
December 6, 2005 - Study Session with PC and Special Meeting

Yes: All
No:  None

MOTION CARRIED

APPROVAL OF DISBURSEMENTS

Moved by Eriksen, seconded Hunger, to approve the voucher report for December
totaling 159,435.70.

  Nov Payroll          47,411.61  Check #'s 9657-9697
Accts Pay-Dec     201,761.77  Check # �s40653-40757
ACH-Dec          2,551.20

   $ 251,724.58

Yes: All
 No:  None MOTION CARRIED
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ACCEPTANCE OF REPORTS

Mayor Pro Tem Conkey received the Public Works Department and the City Attorney's reports
for the month of December 2005, and the Police report for October 2005 and asked that they be
placed on file.

BRIEF PUBLIC COMMENTS FOR ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA

Mayor Pro Tem Conkey opened the meeting to the public.

Nicole Menuck, 2475 Pontiac Dr., questioned if the Yaldoo �s have been approved for their
special use.  Martin replied, they have not.  She feels somebody needs to decide the order of
things because there are a lot of issues going on.  She believes it is a waste for the Yaldoo �s to
get concrete architectural plans until after the special use is approved.  They need to know from
council what they are approving before they can finalize the plans.  She asked council to keep
their minds open.

Menuck also commented on the ruts in the road from the DTE trucks.  She thinks the ruts are
also from the leaf program.  The leaves block the roads and car have to go around.  She feels the
program is costly and there are a lot of issues with the leaf program.  

Mike Schwanitz, 2419 Avondale West, asked if Citgo was going to be a 24 hour gas station or if
they were going to restrict the hours of operation.  Martin informed him they haven �t gotten that
far yet.  Bibeau added, council can put restrictions on these kind of things.

Marcia Allison, 1459 Rosedale, questioned how Yaldo got a liquor license for Sylvan Market,
when he is so close to the church.  Martin stated they have had it since they opened.  Conkey
stated that it is state regulated.  

There were no other public comments.  Mayor Pro Tem Conkey closed this portion opened to the 
public.

CITY MANAGER COMMENTS

No Haz
Martin reported he received the documents for approval with the group.  It now requires every
community to have a representative present at each event otherwise they will have to pay the
County to have someone work it.  The city has no commitment yet and will have to look at this. 
It may be cost prohibited.  
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Clinton River Watershed
Martin provided maps and magazines.  This is mandated by the State that all communities
provide a storm water management plan.  Eriksen asked if the MML could help out with some
protection.  The bigger governments can bankrupt the little governments.  Martin stated, there are
grants out there.  The subwater shed group, which the city is apart of, applied for a couple of
grants.  The amount of work involved in getting this going is significant.  Eriksen asked if a
public hearing would be helpful to make the residents aware of this or if volunteers are just
needed.  Martin clarified, it is his time and the groups time.  The group is paying an
environmental firm to help.  Martin estimated it will cost the city between $10,000-$15,000 for
this.  Eriksen asked what kinds of things need to be done.   Martin stated, there are studies,
inventories for storm water discharge, an illicit discharge, elimination program and public
education.  They still need to look at ordinances.  Eriksen asked if there is anything on the
website to educate the residents. Martin thought there is already something on there.

Eriksen asked if the construction was done for the winter.  Martin informed him they will be
back in the spring.  There is still more to be done.  They are still fighting with them regarding the
asphalt.  If they don �t fix it in the spring he will take the money the city is holding and get
another contractor to fix it.  He will be using another contractor to enclose some ditches.

Eriksen asked if the pump house at the end of Garland was completed.  Martin stated it is almost
done.  They still have to do some electrical.  They can only do two pumps at a time.  Then they
still have to clean up.

Disaster Plan for the City
Martin is working on this, using West Bloomfield Fire Dept �s and the City of Orchard Lake �s
plans.  

Year End Meeting with Assessor
Martin spoke with the assessor today and he is unable to attend a meeting.  His boss doesn �t want
him doing this.  Martin and Clippert will meet with them to get details on additions and losses.

CITY COUNCIL COMMENTS

Hunger would like to make everyone aware of budget problems and state revenue shortfall.  He
explained how Huntington Woods put together a citizen committee to study their budget and 
needs.  They wrote a book on how they proceeded with the study.  He would like to invite the
whole city together to lay out the idea of the serious money issues the city is facing.  He would
like everyone involved in the process.  He asked that they spread the word.  He would like to
form a committee who will look at everything line by line.  Hunger provided copies of the book
on CD for city council. 

He welcomed Paul Hungerman and stated he has faith in his ambition and integrity. 
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Eriksen also welcome Hungerman and is looking forward to working with him.

He encouraged City Council to move forward on the Huntington Woods project.  He sees it as a
year plus project.  

Eriksen complimented Martin and McKenna on their efforts with the Citgo proposal.  He would
like McKenna to revisit the check list and determine why this has gotten this far if Yaldo didn �t
provide what was required.  

He is looking forward to a good year on City Council and will miss Sharon Maurina �s influence.

Hungerman spoke on the election campaign, time and effort all the candidates put in.  He
thanked all who voted for him and believes the Boat Club relationship with the City will be
beneficial.  

He promised to represent the residents in the best way and welcomes their comments.  He
understands the city is facing many challenges and he looks forward to working with City
Council.  

Conkey revisited the speeding in the city.  Residents are now parking on the street to slow traffic
down.  He feels it is a big concern for the Police Department to stop it.  He asked for a
breakdown of tickets issued on Orchard Lake Road and in the city.  He understands residents are
doing a lot of the speeding.  Martin will talk with the police.  Eriksen asked if a $500 fine could
be imposed.  Bibeau explained the fines are set by the 48th  District Court for the whole district,
not just the city.  Martin stated, council could adopt a local ordinance.  He acknowledged the
Chief did speak to one resident who they have been receiving complaints on.  

COMMUNICATIONS

  a.  Consideration of Request to Approve the GWBCAB 2006 Budget

Chris Milia was present to answer questions.  Council didn �t have any questions and thought it
was Lorenz who had the questions.  

Moved by Eriksen, seconded Hunger, to approve the Administrative Services Budget of
$42,000 and the Programming Services Budget of $279,00 as proposed.

Yes: All
No:  None

MOTION CARRIED



5

City of Sylvan Lake

December 14, 2005

   b.   Consideration to Request to Approve GWBCAB Joint Venture Fund Request

Moved by Eriksen, seconded Hunger, to approve Sylvan Lake �s $336.00 share of an
expenditure of not more than $12,000 from the Cable Joint Venture Fund, to complete the Wide
Area Network connections to several sites in the four communities.

Yes:   All
No:    None

MOTION CARRIED

   c. Consideration to Ban Glass in Parks

Martin explained at the Planning Commission meeting, it was approved unanimously to ban all
glass in City parks.  

Eriksen would like to hold a public hearing before passing this.  He feels they can wait 30 more
days.  Martin stated he will dedicate a special section for this in the newsletter.  He informed him
it did go in past newsletters. Eriksen questioned if there are penalties for not complying.  Martin
stated there are the standard fines of up to$500 and/or 90 days imprisonment. 

   d.  Parks and Recreation Committee Update

Martin was hoping to meet with Patty and Mitch, but hasn �t been able to do so.  They have been
discussing the process to get into the restroom, possibly a keycard which could be used with the
boat ramp and RVA lot.  They will provide an update next month.

  e.  Appointment of Council Member to Planning Commission for 2006

Moved by Hunger, seconded Eriksen, to approve the appointment of Paul Hungerman as
Council Representative to the Planning Commission for the year 2006.

Yes:   All
No:    None

MOTION CARRIED

  f.   Discussion of City Council Communication with City Manager and Staff

Eriksen asked that this be put on the study session agenda.  He suggested coordinating the 
requests for information with all city council, so everybody agrees on the request.
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Martin wants to keep the communication open.  Hunger suggested emailing the request to the
City Manager and copying all city council. Conkey added, if the Manager doesn �t get a formal
request then he shouldn � t act on it.  

Bibeau reminded them the City Manager does not work for the individual council members, he
works for the council as a whole.  

   g.  Consideration to Approve Banking establishments for 2006

Moved by Hunger, seconded Hungerman, to approve using the banking establishments as
presented.

Yes: All
No:   None

MOTION CARRIED

NEWSLETTER/CABLE TV INPUT

Ban glass in parks, increasing the boat dock fee $200 or more, increase in the permit and all
service fees.  

ADJOURNMENT

Moved by Eriksen, seconded Hungerman, to adjourn the Regular City Council Meeting.  

Yes: All
No:   None

MOTION CARRIED

Meeting adjourned at 9:48 p.m.

                                                                    
Dennise Clippert, City Clerk


